Playing in a Suit Contract as Declarer

(By Marc Chawner)

18/09/2023
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Introduction

The 24 boards that were played in the session were designed to illustrate certain aspe
Bridge Strategy.

¢ KAa Y2y (i KP@ying in2a 8kt Contéatt as Declarer
All the results can be found with this link:
https://play.realbridge.online/ds.htm|?p=230917124939&9g=xIpPjkuclOgDBootCamppla:

The 24 hands were devised in such a way so that each participant, within the session,
themselves declarer in a tricky Suit Contract on 6 occasions.

CKSNBE 6SNBF aSOSNIf W{OGNXGS3IASAQ GKIG L
Declarer Play.

We will look at the boards that were played, strategy by strategy and we will therefore |
around the boards demonstrating the different strategies in action.

2 A0KAY SFOK o02FNRZ L KI@S 3IAQSY | &adaAa3a
the bidding is not too much of a concern.

| set the boards up, so that with accurate declarer pgagrySuit Game/Slam contract shot
have been madavithout any guessing involved from the declarer.

So, out of the possible 336 Suit Game/Slam contracts how many would be made?
The scoring method was Crelssps.



https://play.realbridge.online/ds.html?p=230917124939&q=xIpPjkucI0qDBootCampplayer
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Timing of Key Moments

L KIFIPS AYUNRBRAzZOSR | yS¢g FSIFGdzZNBE AydG2 |
Within RealBridge, there is a file available to the director, which records the time that e
player takes to make a bid and takes to play a card.

These times are recorded to one tenth of a second.

1ff GKS S@OSYyiQa Hn KIyYyR&A NBIjdzA NBR OIF NE-
How long did each declarer take in thinking up their plan?

We will find out.




4 Step Declarer Ritual

SNE Aa GUKS WwAldzrtQ GKFG A& NBIdzANBR U7z
OFff Al WeKS alaldSNItftlyQo

A {GSLI mY 5SOARS 4KAOK KIFYRE SAUGUKSNI RSOf
gl yad G2 RSaA3aIylLIaGS a WeKS al adSNI I I

most trumps in. If both hands have equal length in trumps, then choose

the hand with the longest side suit.

A {GSLI HY vdzZr yaATFe GKS ft2aSNR Ay GKS al a

A Step 3: Go through our list of strategies that can be used to reduce our losers.
(See our list of strategies below).

A {GSLI nY . l&aSR 2y GKS aidN}XG§S3aIasSa Ay {0S
In particular, when and how should we draw trumps?



Strateqgies to Reduce our Number of Losers

¢tKS 1Seé UKAYy3a A& OGKFd ¢S 2yteé FT20dza 2y
can eliminate some of them.
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2. Discard our losers on extra winners in dummy.
3. Lead towards losing honours and finesse.

While it is true that there are more complex declarer strategies beyond these three
basic strategies, we must master the basics first before turning our attention to more
advanced strategies.



4 Step Declarer Ritual

A | cannot stress enough the
Importance of getting into the
routine of meticulously going ]
0KNRdzZAK O0KS WwWn {i
beforewe play a card from dummy,
when we find ourselves declarer in a
suitcontract.

A We start off with a very easy board.

A This first board illustrates how we go
through our four steps, one at a time,
beforewe play a card from dummy.

A The board in question is board 1,
whereNorth is under the spotlight.




The Master Plan

Board 1 & Ko
North Deals YAKQI9T72
None Vul + 6
&A%Y
aQ5432 N A ATI108
LA v 6
+K73 W;E ¢ QI 109
& KJ2 & 10976
7 a97
9 8 v 1083
6 * ARS542
& Q53
North South
lw 2w
4w Pass

East leads ¢ Queen.
Step 1: We will designate North as the '"Master Hand' as it has the more trumps.
Step 2: The 'Master Hand' potentially has 2 Spade losers and 2 Club losers.
Step 3: Strategies available: (We must reduce our 'Master Hand' losers by 1).
A Spade towards our & King and "Hope' that West holds the & Ace.
A Club towards dummy's & Queen and 'Hope' that East holds the & King.
Set up dummy's Diamond suit to discard one of our losers on dummy's 5th Diamond.
Step 4: We cannot use any of dummy's trumps to eliminate any of our losers.
Observations:
In order to set up dummy's 5th Diamond, we reqguire 3 outside entries to dummy, which we
have in the way of the » 10, 8 and v 3.
We must draw trumps slowly, utilising all 3 rump enfries to ruff a Diamond.
Conclusion:
Win the opening lead with ¢ Ace and ruff a Diamond with v Ace.
Play » 9 to dummy's » 10 and ruff dummy's third Diamond with the v King.

Play # 7 to dummy's # 8 and ruff dummy's fourth Diamond with the v Queen.
Play # 2 to dummy's # 3 and play dummy's fifth Diamond and discard our losing Club.
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S roma The Master Plan Contract: 44 by North
Lead: 4 Queen

¢6 (Board 1)

« AB4

N A AJTI108
v 6
= & 10976

A Q7
W v 1083
5 ¢ A8542
& Q53

hdzNJ Wal a0SNJtflyQ Aa GStftAy3d dza GKIF
We have 3 different strategies available to do this.
If we execute our strategies in the correct order, we can try all 3 strategies.

Note that if one of the defenders shows out on th&é ®und of Diamonds, there is
plenty of time to try both of our other strategies.

The key to this hand is realisirg,trick = (0 Kl G ¢S KI @S Sy 2dz3|
Diamond suit up and if the Diamonds breaB,4vhich is a 62% probability, this will
provide us with our 10 trick.



NS EW Contract Lead Score IMP

Chris Chorley & Patrick Murray Gemma Fewster & Steve Abbott 49+1 N +Q 450

Brian Davies & Annie Davies Audrey Hartley & David Embleton 49 +1 N +Q 450 T h e I\/I aSte r P I an ( B O ard
Paul Mollison & Bernie Hunt Tom Furness & Henry Rose 49=N +Q 420

Barry Capal & Hazel Capal Colin Peden & Valdie Poter 49=N +Q 420 Board 1 A K6

lan Moss & anncraig Peter Oake & Colin Scott 3NT=N +Q 400 Dealer N v AKQJ972

Linda Fleet & Paul Stevens George Vede & Maureen Vede 49-1 N +Q GUR -4.00 +4.00 None Vul +6

Mary Dowson & Sarah Street Jayne Randall & graham randall 49-1 N +Q GUR -4.00 +4.00 » A84

Pat Johnson & Peter Scotting Alan Bryant & Geoff Webber 49-1 N +Q 50 EEN VAR N0]0] & Q5432 A AJ108

fnaasr%i”ne M ! EE I Jon Ward & Tony French 59-1N +Q GIoll -4.00 +4.00 v54 v6

Jim Kenneally & jane huxter Janet Caink & Nicola Headland 5v-1 N AA GIOR -4.00 +4.00 + K73 +QJ109
Thomas Bradkin & Maks Blicharz Harriet Cork & Aleks Birdsall 49-1 N +Q GUR -4.00 +4.00 *KJ2 +10976

Brian Sharkey & Peter Richardson | ross shine & Tony Verran B6Y-1 N AA IR -4.00  +4.00 : ?383

Mike Harbour & Albert Kitchin g‘;j‘;'l'l Garnett Bingham & Vernon - 44 4 +Q G0 -4.00  +4.00 + AB542

Marcia Levan-Harris & John McCoy | Pat Watson & Bernard Kaye 49-1N +Q UM -4.00 +4.00 & Q53

A
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3 declarers spotted, at trick 1 that the Diamond suit could be set up and therefore, a
trick 2, ruffed a Diamond high. Namely:

Chris Chorley  (50.0 Seconds to play tricks 1 and 2).
Brian Davies (68.2 Seconds to play tricks 1 and 2).
Paul Mollison  (34.6 Seconds to play tricks 1 and 2).

Il ff GKNBS RSOfFNBNB FNB gl NRSR H W. N

All the declarers that went off, took, on average, 18.6 seconds to play tricks 1 and 2.

Including our eventual Nort#south winner who took 8 seconds to play the Ace of
Diamonds and 4 seconds to play the 3 of Hearts.

LA GKSNBX 3I2Ay3 G2 06S I O2NNBtFOGA2Yy 06S
the time declarer took to play their early tricks?



When to Draw Trumps and How to Draw Trump:

A One of the key decisions that a declarer must make is when and how to draw
trumps.

AJTTFTNNBAY3I 2dzi 2dzNJ Wal aGSNI t fFy wAGdz
A Let us see this idea in action on board 20, wHgagtis under the spotlight.

11



Master Plan (Trump Suit)

Board 20 A Q976
West Deals v KJ103
Both Vul ¢ 4

A1043 - A AK
vAT42 T v o86s
+AKI72 g + Q109

& 8

6 v Q
2P eg6s3
& KQJI10
West Easr
14 1w
2w INT
4w Pass
South leads & King.

Step 1: We will designate West as the '"Master Hand' as it has the longer side suit.

Step 2: Forgetting about the trump suit for the moment, the 'Master Hand' has only one Spade

loser.
Step 3: Strategies available:

The losing Spade in the West hand can be ruffed.
Step 4: The key to this hand is how we handle the trump suit.

Observations:

With no side suit losers, the only potential losers we have are in the trump suit.

We can therefore afford to lose 3 trump tricks.
If we play our v Ace, the defenders will only have 3 Hearts left between them.

Conclusion:

Win trick 1 with & Ace and play the v Ace.

Do not play anymore Hearts.

Lead out & Ace and & King.

Diamond to the ¢ Ace and ruff our last Spade.
We just now continue playing our top Diamonds.

At some stage the defenders will win 3 tricks with their 3 trumps, but they will be the only 3

tricks that they will win.

12



4 Q976 Master Plan Contract: 44 by West

vKJ103 :
. (Trump Suit) lead: ofe King
%9532 (Board 20)
A 1043 v aAK
vAT42 w c INEALE
¢ AKJ72 ‘g ¢ Q109
&8 & AT64
. aJ852
vQ
2.1 48653
& KQJ10

A hdzNJ Wal aaSNItftlyQ Aa (0SttAy3a dza GKI G2
which is a very simple ruffing exercise, our only losers are in the trump suit.

A With zero side suit losers, we can afford to lose 3 trump tricks.

A If we immediately lay down our Ace of trumps, the defenders can never take more tha
3 trump tricks.

A Any other strategy will lead to our hand being forced or the defenders drawing our trur
and cashing their Club tricks.

13



NS EW Contract Lead Score IMP

Jim Kenneally & jane huxter g:Zieellll CEhL e Ui s 49-3 E &K 300 M aste r P I an (Tru m p S u |
Thomas Bradkin & Maks Blicharz | George Vede & Maureen Vede Av-3 E &K 300

Brian Davies & Annie Davies Pat Watson & Bernard Kaye 49-2 E &K 200 ( B O ard 2 O)

Linda Fleet & paul stevens Gemma Fewster & Steve Abbott 49-1 W +4 100

Paul Mollison & Bernie Hunt Janet Caink & Nicola Headland ~ 4%-1 E *K 100 Board 20 A Q976

Mary Dowson & Sarah Street Audrey Hartley & David Embleton ~ 4%-1 E &K 100 Dealer W v KJ103

Eqaasgiiline Mower & christopher Harriet Cork & Aleks Birdsall 49A1E &K 100 All Vul ;3532

Brian Sharkey & Peter Richardson | Tom Furness & Henry Rose 4v-1E &K 100 41043 A AK
Mike Harbour & Albert Kitchin Jayne Randall & graham randall 4v9-1E &K 100 v A742 ¥ 9865
Marcia Levan-Harris & John McCoy | Alan Bryant & Geoff Webber 49-1E K 100 + AKJ72 + Q109
Pat Johnson & Peter Scotting Colin Peden & Valdie Poter 3NT=E &K )0} -9.38 +9.38 &8 & A764
Chris Chorley & Patrick Murray ross shine & Tony Verran 49=E &K 208 -9.69 +9.69 4 J852

Barry Capal & Hazel Capal Peter Oake & Colin Scott 49=E &K Pl -9.69 +9.69 va

lan Moss & anncraig Jon Ward & Tony French 49=E &K Pl -9.69 +9.69 :i%s‘i 0

A

o o To I» e

Incredibly, not one single declarer in 4 Hearts found the correct line of playing premnsel
round of trumps and then running for home by cashing their side suits.

The three declarers who made the contract all went wrong at trick 2, by ducking a Hee
the defence came to their rescue.

All the other declarers had all gone off by the time trick 3 had been reached.

Except Harriet Cork, who nearly got home, by attempting to ruff all her Clubs, but
unfortunately went astray at trick 9.

{22 Y2 W.NROYAS t2AYy0aQ | 6FNRSR 2y (KA
On average declarers were taking 20 seconds for their first 2 or 3 tricks, however, an
Interesting observation is that the three declarers who finished in the top 3\East place:
took the longest time, including one of them taking 96 seconds before playing their sin

8 of Clubs from dummy, which at least shows us they did think about it, before ducking
| SENIO FG GNAO] H FYR 32Ay3 2FFo ! yT2NI



When and How to Ruff in Dummy

AJTFTNNBAY3I 2dzi 2dzNJ Wal aGSNI t fFy wAGdz
dummy.

A Let us see this idea in action on board 12, whgogithis under the spotlight.

15



Master Plan (Plan The Ruffs)

Board 12 a KO
West Deals v 8763
N-S§ Vul +QJ7532
& 5
a2 N aJ5473
vyQas W E vy KJ104
¢ 108 S + K964
& QJI09876 & K
s AQIOBT6
v A2
51811 . A
& A432
West North East Sowth
34 Pass Pass EX'Y
All pass

West leads & Queen.
Step 1: We will designate South as the 'Master Hand' as it has the more trumps.
Step 2: The 'Master Hand' potentially has 1 Spade loser, 1 Heart loser and 3 Club losers.
Step 3: Strategies available: (We must reduce our 'Master Hand' losers by 2).
We can ruff some of our losing Clubs in dummy.

Step 4: We must not draw any trumps or let the defenders draw any of our trumps.

Observations:

After the opening 3 Clubs bid, it is very likely that East's & King is a singleton and there is a
danger that if we ruff one of our losing Clubs with our & 9, it will be overruffed with East's
aJack and East can then draw our last trump and we have not reduced the number of losers
that we have.

How can we guarantee that we can successfully ruff one of our Club losers?

Conclusion:

We need to utilise the fact that our trump suit is so strong. (We are only missing the aJack).

We win the opening lead with our & Ace and ruff our & 2 with the aKing.
Enter our hand with the ¢ Ace and now ruff another Club with the 4 9.

Even when our & 9 is overruffed with East's aJack, we have been able to ruff two of our losing
Clubs and manage to extract East's only trump trick. 16

We end up only losing 1 Heart, 1 Club and the & Jack.



o Bo Do Do I»

. K Master Plan  Contract: 4 ¥ by South
v8763 (Plan The Ruff:

¢ QI7532 . *
J (Board 12) Lead: Queen
a2 A J5473
Y95 vy KJ104
¢ 108 * K964
& QJI09876 & K
A AQIOETSH
51 A2
18 + A

& A435312

hdzNJ Wal a0SNJtflyQ Aa GStftAy3a dza GKFO &
The key is to realise that the only way to get rid of our Club losers is to ruff them.

2S 1y2¢ GKIG o6& NIZFAYI GKS FTANRI NRdzy
certainly reduce our losers by one.

{dz6&aSljdzSyate NHZFFAYI | y2U0KSNI N2dzyR 27
NERdAzOS 2dzNJ We¢NHzYLJ [ 2aSNRQ o0e 2yYySo

We must realise that we will be over ruffed, if we only ruff low on our first Club ruff,

17



NS EW Contract Lead Score IMP I
Paul Mollison & Bernie Hunt ross shine & Tony Verran 44=S &Q 620 +946 -9.46 M aSte r P an
pascaline Mower & christopher . _
pascal Peter Oake & Colin Scott 44=8S 2Q 620 +9.46 -9.46 ( P | anT h e Ru ffs)
Chris Chorley & Patrick Murray George Vede & Maureen Vede 44=S *Q 620 +9.46 -9.46
Brian Sharkey & Peter Richardson A Gemma Fewster & Steve Abbott 3NT=S +10 | 600 +9.15| -9.15 (B O ard 1 2)
Linda Fleet & Paul Stevens Harriet Cork & Aleks Birdsall 3a+18S &0Q 170 +2.31 -2.31
Mary Dowson & Sarah Strest ~ Kuscell Samett Bingham & 46-1S £Q (] 331 +3.31 et 35363
Pat Johnson & Peter Scotting Pat Watson & Bernard Kaye 44-1S &Q 100 SRR CICEE NS Vul 4 QJ7532
Jim Kenneally & jane huxter Tom Furness & Henry Rose 44-18S &0 oy -3.31| +3.31 &5
Brian Davies & Annie Davies Jayne Randall & graham randall 44-18S &Q ool -3.31 +3.31 a2 4543
Barry Capal & Hazel Capal Alan Bryant & Geoff Webber 44-18 *0Q oy -3.31| +3.31 : ?(?: : E‘;;g‘l
Mike Harbour & Albert Kitchin Janet Caink & Nicola Headland 44-1S +10 go[o -3.31| +3.31 »QJ109876 oK
mig:c'z Levan-Harris & Johin Audrey Hartley & David Embleton  44-1 S 2Q () -3.31 +3.31 4 AQ10876

v A2
Thomas Bradkin & Maks Blicharz | Jon Ward & Tony French 5¢-2N &K P[0} -5.77 +5.77 ¢A
lan Moss & anncraig Colin Peden & Valdie Poter 49-5N &K BN -10.92 | +10.92 » Ad432
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were taking, on average, 20 seconds to make the play.
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Master Plan (Time Sensitive)

A{0SLI nY .FaSR 2y (KS adN}YaS3aasa Ay {
In particular, when and how should we draw trumps?

A[SiQa aSS g6KIG ¢S YSIYy o0& We¢AYS {Sya.
A We will see this idea in action on board 4, whili@stis under the spotlight.

19



Master Plan (Time Sensitive)

Board 4 als
West Deals v 10
Both Vul * 65432
& KQJIlo2
462 N a AKE4
YyKQJI632 We E v A54
#9987 S + K10
& 473 & ATES
a Q10973
5713 v987
9 *# AQJ
& 98
West East
2w 4w
Pass

North leads & King.

Step 1: We will designate West as the "Master Hand' as it has the more trumps.
Step 2: The 'Master Hand' potentially has 3 Diamond losers, and 1 Club loser.
Step 3: Strategies available: (We must reduce our 'Master Hand' losers by 1).

A Diamond towards our + King and 'Hope' that North holds the + Ace.
We can ruff one of our losing Diamonds in dummy.

Step 4: The strategy of ruffing a Diamond in dummy is 'Time Sensitive' in that we must set
about attempting to ruff our Diamond immediately without drawing any trumps.

Observations:

The strategy of leading towards dummy's ¢ King is only a 50% play.

Playing for a Diamond ruff is a 100% play.

However, the ruffing strategy is 'Time Sensitive' as we need to do this without first drawing any
trumps or letting the defenders draw too many of of our trumps.

Conclusion:

Win the opening lead with dummy's & Ace and immediately play the ¢ 10.
Win the trump return, with the » King and play another Diamond.
When the defence continue with another trump, win this with the » Queen and ruff our last
Diamond with the v Ace.
Play a Club and at some stage declarer can ruff a Club and draw the last trump.
20

Declarer justloses 2 Diamonds and a Club.



AalSs

v 10 The Master Plan Contract: 44 by West
¢ 65432 . e
4 KQJ102 (Time Sensitive) Lead: o King
A62 A AKR4
vKQJ632 W:"_E vA54 (Board 4)
¢ 987 S ¢ K10
& 43 & A765
: A Q10973
v 987
W 9a0d

%98

A hdzNJ Wal a0SNJtflyQ Aa GStftAy3a dza GKFOG &
A The only 100% sure way of doing this is by ruffing a Diamond in dummy.

AL g2dzZ R y20 0S &adzNLINAASR (0KIF0O AT RdzyyvYe
everyone would have immediately gone for their Diamond ruff.

A ¢KS YAy3 2F 5AFY2YRa Aada | WwSR | SNNAyY3

21



NS
Paul Mollison & Bernie Hunt
Chris Chorley & Patrick Murray
Brian Davies & Annie Davies
Thomas Bradkin & Maks Blicharz
lan Moss & anncraig

Pat Johnson & Peter Scotting

pascaline Mower & christopher
martin

Jim Kenneally & jane huxter
Barry Capal & Hazel Capal
Brian Sharkey & Peter Richardson

Marcia Levan-Harris & John McCoy

Mary Dowson & Sarah Street
Mike Harbour & Albert Kitchin
Linda Fleet & Paul Stevens

A bz v,

p ST S

EW
George Vede & Maureen Vede
Jon Ward & Tony French
Janet Caink & Nicola Headland
Colin Peden & Valdie Poter
Pat Watson & Bernard Kaye

Jayne Randall & graham randall
Alan Bryant & Geoff Webber

Gemma Fewster & Steve Abbott
Audrey Hartley & David Embleton
Harriet Cork & Aleks Birdsall

Russell Garnett Bingham & Vernon
Gaskell

Tom Furness & Henry Rose
ross shine & Tony Verran
Peter Oake & Colin Scott

NP GYAS

21

Contract
a9v-1W
4v-1 W
av-1W
av-1W
av-1 W
4v=W
4v=W
49=W
4v=W
4v=W
4v=W
3NT+2 E
3NT+2 E
44X-3 S

Lead
aJ
&K
&K
Al
K
K

&K

&K
K
&K

K

a7
a7
YK

Score IMP

100

100

100

100

100
00l -4.08 +4.08
700l -4.08 +4.08
0N -4.08 +4.08
700Nl -4.08 +4.08
700Nl -4.08 +4.08
700 -4.08 +4.08
Sl -5.15 +5.15
Sl -5.15 +5.15
o0 -8.31 +8.31

The Master Plan

(Time Sensitive)
(Board 4)

Board 4
Dealer W
All Vul

462

¥ KQJB32
4 987

443

4 J5

v10
465432
+ KQJ102

4 Q10973
v 987

+ AQJ
98

t 2AY048Q FT2N FyezyS 2y

5AF Y2YRA&

but the defenders went astray, later in the hand.

Every declarer in 4 Hearts was determined to draw trumps at trick 2.
¢KS YAy3
a Diamond towards the King is their best route to 10 tricks.
Six very lucky declarers, who made their contract, all played a Heart to their King at tri

Ay RdzyyvYe

Kl

a

& AK84
¥ A54
+ K10
& A765

0KAa

W. £ A

22



Master Plan (Time Sensitive)

A 1SNE A& FYy20KSNJ 02FNR GKSNB (GKS adN)
A The board in question is board 8, whdi@@8tis under the spotlight.

\ \ i |

PY Y ﬁ ah Ak

23



Master Plan (Time Sensitive)

Board 8 aKJ8

West Deals vy K85

None Vul ¢ QJI109
%062

AAG3 N 402
vA10962 vQI74
¢ATS S * K62

%8754

2 KQ
10 a 109754
17 8 v3

5 +854
& ATI0S
West Easr
lv 2w
e 4w
Pass

North leads ¢ Queen.

Step 1: We will designate West as the 'Master Hand' as it has the more trumps.

Step 2: The 'Master Hand' potentially has 2 Spade losers, 1 Heart loser, 1 Diamond loser and 1
Club loser.

Step 3: Strategies available: (We must reduce our 'Master Hand' losers by 2).

We can ruff one of our Spade losers in dummy.

We can lead dummy's ¥ Queen and 'Hope' that South holds the » King.

If North holds the & King and we lead towards dummy's & Queen, not only will this
eliminate one of our Spade losers, it will also give us an opportunity to discard a
Diamond from dummy on our & Ace, which will then mean that we can ruff declarer's
Diamond loser in dummy.

Step 4: The Spade strategy is 'Time Sensitive' as we need to action this strategy before the
defenders knockout our other Diamond and subsequently cash their Diamond winner.

Observations:

We can take our Heart finesse at any stage of the hand, so there is no rush for that part of the
'Master Plan'.
The Spade strategy of leading towards dummy's & Queen takes preference.

Conclusion:

Win the opening lead in hand with our ¢ Ace and lead a Spade towards dummy's & Queen.

Assuming that North pops up with their & King and plays another Diamond, win that with

dummy's + King and cash dummy's & Queen.

We now need to get to our hand, so that we can cash our & Ace, discarding dummy's Diamond.

The only certain way to get to our hand, without the defence cashing their winning Diamond, is

to play a Heart to our v Ace.

We can now play our & Ace, discarding dummy's Diamond.

We can draw trumps and in our own time, we can ruff our losing Diamond in dummy. 24

We end up losing just one Spade, one Heart and one Club.
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s KJ8
vK85 The Master Plan Contract: 4 ¥ by West

$ e (Time Sensitive) Lead: ’ Queen

A NGBS a1
vA10962 WEE vQl74 (Board 8)
* A T3 Q * K62
2 KO S oYY
A& l09754
10

v 3
"8 sgsa

& ATI103

When WeAhave sAeveraI str,ateg[e§ available to us, we must first action the one which is
WeCAYS {SYaAuA@dSQd

¢KS adN}yasS3e 2F GLFL1Ay3 GKS | SINI FAYSa
time.

2S Ydzad FGOSYLWG G2 GONB YR RAAOFNR Rdzy
their Diamond trick.

Once we find the King of Spades favourably placed in the North hand, we know that w

can discard our Diamond in dummy, so we refuse the Heart finesse as we know we h:
a winning line, which allows for losing a trump trick.

Note that by greedily taking the Heart finesse will result in North cashing their winning
Diamond and defeating the contract.
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NS
Pat Johnson & Peter Scotting
Brian Davies & Annie Davies
Brian Sharkey & Peter Richardson
Marcia Levan-Harris & John McCoy

lan Moss & anncraig
Linda Fleet & Paul Stevens

Thomas Bradkin & Maks Blicharz
Paul Mollison & Bernie Hunt

Chris Chorley & Patrick Murray

pascaline Mower & christopher
martin

Jim Kenneally & jane huxter
Barry Capal & Hazel Capal
Mike Harbour & Albert Kitchin
Mary Dowson & Sarah Street

EW
George Vede & Maureen Vede
Jon Ward & Tony French
Audrey Hartley & David Embleton
Harriet Cork & Aleks Birdsall

ross shine & Tony Verran

Russell Gamett Bingham & Vernon
Gaskell

Janet Caink & Nicola Headland
Pat Watson & Bernard Kaye

Jayne Randall & graham randall
Tom Furness & Henry Rose

Alan Bryant & Geoff Webber
Gemma Fewster & Steve Abbott
Colin Peden & Valdie Poter
Peter Oake & Colin Scott

Contract
492 W
49-1 W
491 W
49-1 W
INT+1 W
v=w
v=w
34-3N
2v+2 W
49=W
49=W
49=W
49=W
49+1 W

Lead
+Q
+Q
+Q
48
+Q
+Q
+Q
va
+Q
+Q
+Q
+Q
+Q
4+Q

Score IMP

100
50
50
50

(PN +1.54 -1.54

140 RN NIIY Board 8

120 CEEED et

(o) +1.08 -1.08
iyl +0.08 -0.08
Lyl -5.69 +5.69
Lyl -5.69 +5.69
Lyl -5.69 +5.69

LYl -5.69 +5.69
LLIN -6.46 +6.46

The Master Plan

(Time Sensitive)

(Board 8)

A KJ8

v K85

+QJ109

4962
4 Q2
vQJ74
+ K62
#8754

A 109754

v3

4+ 854

4 AJ103

A Steve Abbott and Henry Rose deserve special mention here, being the only 2 declare

AY n

| SI NIl azx

g K2

SNBE W/ I

NR

t SNFSOG QX
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Patterns

Q 2y S@SI

Al ary3 GKS WaldadSNI tfly wA d i dzl €
AYLEZNIIFYG AYINBRASYOG 02 60SO2YAy3 || WD
A ¢KAE A& OGUKS FoAfAGe (02 NBO23IYA&AS Wt G

A hyS 2F 0KS FANRG LI GGSNYya GKIG S SyoO:

A A Q

N
=
S

Y EEE:

A The student learns that the correct strategy, in isolation, is to play a Spade towards tt
Queen of Spades, hoping that West is holding the King of Spades.

A This has a 50% chance of success.
A The better declarers prefer strategies that have a higher chance of success, ideally 1
27




A

A

A
A
A

Patterns
[ SG dza t221 |0 y2G0KSNI 9 - - b

Y A
A
N\,

- A
—l/

CKAA A& (y26y a | WCNRISYy {dAdQo

We know full well that if declarer tackles this suit, they will almost certainly end up wi
zero tricks.

| 26 SOSNE AF UKS RSTFSYRSNER Gl O1ftS GKAaA
to declarer.

a2zNrt 2F GKS &aG2NE AayYy a52 y20 2LSy dz
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S S S

Patterns

Let us look at an end game, where there are just 3 tricks to play, where South is decl
in a Spade contract with West on lead.

If we just focus on the Nort®south hands in isolation, it is obvious that South will win z
of the remaining 3 tricks as they will have to concede a Heart trick.

However, if West tries to cash their Ace of Clubs, South will ruff that in dummy with tf
of Spades and discard their losing Heart in their own hand and claim the last 2 tricks

Moral of the story is that a defender, whilst declarer and dummy still have some trum

f STl aK2dzZ R WbSOSNX fSIFR | &adzAi g 6 KSNI
Ruff & Discard
A b
v32
¢ —
&_
o — o —
v6 v KQ
¢ — ¢ 2
& AK & —
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Patterns

A So, we have learnt that there are two things thisfendersshould never do.

Namely:

M® WhLISYy !'LIQ I WCNRI Sy {dzAaidQo

H® [SIR I adzAd 6KSNBE RSOfINBNJ YR RdzYyYe
. 20K SYR dzLJ NBRdzOAYy3 RSOf Il NENXa f 24aSNAa

A You are probably wondering at this stage, why | am talking about things that a defenc
should not do, when we are supposed to be talking about declarer strategies.

A WwWdzad AYF3IAYS AFZ a I RSOt FNBNE 6S 0O2c
that they should not do.

AL OFrff GKAA W5SOfFNBNI I &Lly2araqQo

A SO dza t221 Fd 02FNR ¢cX GKSNB UKS RSOt
something that they should not do, which results in declarer being able to reduce the

A

losers by 1. ’ 7 \
Eastis under the spotlight on this one @
K



The Throw In

Board 6 A K107
East Deals v QlJ
E-W Vul ¢+ 653
& KJ963
Q82 N aJ64
v107643 W E v AKE852
*+ KQ4 5 + AT2
& AQ & 42
10 A AD53
v 9
S SUET:
& 10875
West East
1w
2NT 4w
Pass

South leads + Jack.

Step 1: We will designate East as the 'Master Hand', but it doesn't matter as both declarer and
dummy have the same disftribution.

Step 2: The 'Master Hand' potentially has 3 Spade losers and 1 Club loser.
Step 3: Strategies available: (We must reduce our '"Master Hand' losers by 1).

We can play a Club towards West's & Queen and 'Hope' that South holds the & King.
We could get 'Lucky' in the Spade suit in that we guess who holds a doubleton

honour in Spades, so that the defender's honour 'Falls on thin air'. e.g. If we think that
South holds a doubleton honour in Spades, we play a Spade to West's a Queen and
then we play a small Spade from both hands and then luckily East's Jack of Spades
becomes a winner.

We can force the defenders to open up the Spade suit.

We can force the defenders to give us a '"Ruff & Discard'.

Step 4: We will not be using our trumps to eliminate any of our losers, so trumps should be
drawn immediately.

Observations: We must 'Hypnotise' the defenders into doing something they do not want to do.
Conclusion:

We draw trumps.

We play all of our Diamonds.

We play the & Ace followed by the & Queen.

Whatever defender wins, they now have a choice of either playing a Club or a Diamond, both
which gives us a 'Ruff & Discard', which reduces our losers by 1, alternatively they can play a
Spade which opens up a 'Frozen Suit’, which again reduces our losers by 1.
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T> T T o T I o T To T

a K107

vQlJ
0633 Throw In (Board 6) Contract: 4 ¥ by East
:{1}03?-543 WEE :‘TAGSEE- Lead: ‘Jack
+ KQ4 M ¢ AT2
2 AQ & 42
o . sa 53
B2 471008
& 108735
¢CKS 1Sé& Aa 02 NBO23IyAaS GKS LI GGSNY Ay
2 KSY ¢S &aSS UKA& LI GGSNYs= ¢S Ydzad TF2ND
We must make the necessary preparatidieforewe give the lead to the defenders.
Qur preparations ir]volve making sure tbat dpcla[er and dummy are voigl in aIIAthe Suits
UuKFY AY UNMHzYLJA | YR UKS adzaid uUKIFU @S @gA
We draw trumps.
We remove all our Diamonds.
The only way to remove both of our Clubs is to refuse the Club finesse, playing the Ac
Clubs followed by the Queen of Clubs.
2 K2SOSNJ Aa K2t RAYy3 GKS YAy3 2F /tdwoa K
¢tKSe KIgS 0KS OK2AO0S 2F SAGKSNI £ SIFRAYS3
leading a minor suit.
Both choices will reduce our losers by 1 and give us the contract. 32



& K107

v(QJ
¢ 653
voss  XTS Throw In (Board 6) Contract: 4 ¥ by East
vI107643 WEE '&1(552
sk s Ik Lead: ‘Jack
A A9S53
10 v o
B2 471098
& D875

ST I S S S

LG A& AYyUSNBaildAy3a G2 y20S GKFG GKA& LI
People are probably thinking, that if the King of Clubs is onside, then we are giving up
hope of an overtrick, if we refuse the Club finesse.

[ SG1Qa LINBUSYR GKFG GKS YAy3 2F [/ tdzoa A
when they take a successful Club finesse.

Look what happens.

5SOftFNBN) SYyRa dzLJ WI eLlW20AaAy3Q GKSYAaSH
Spade suit, which will inevitably mean that they will end up losing 3 Spade tricks.

On this occasion the equation is:

;} 7
R
= R

57
AR AANIY) S
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NS EW Contract Lead Score IMP

Brian Davies & Annie Davies Gemma Fewster & Steve Abbott  5%¥-1 E ¥9 100 T h rOW I n (B O ard 6)
lan Moss & anncraig e A ERET 4v-1 E +J 100
Vernon Gaskell

Linda Fleet & Paul Stevens Pat Watson & Bernard Kaye 54 X-3N YA Sy +0.69| -0.69
Paul Mollison & Bernie Hunt Peter Oake & Colin Scott 4v=E +J 620 EErA A FNY Board 6 4 K107
Mary Dowson & Sarah Street George Vede & Maureen Vede 49=E +J iR -2.08 | +2.08 E‘?‘?I\?;IE :(?5;13
Pat Johnson & Peter Scotting Tom Furness & Henry Rose 49=E +J sl -2.08 | +2.08 #KJ963
Ejaasr%i"”e Mower & christopher Jayne Randall & graham randall ~ 4¥=E +J 620 4082 4 J64

_ _ v 107643 v AK852
Chris Chorley & Patrick Murray Alan Bryant & Geoff Webber 49=E +J 0 -2.08 | +2.08 +KQ4 +A72
Jim Kenneally & jane huxter Jon Ward & Tony French 49=E +J sl -2.08 | +2.08 *AQ 42
Barry Capal & Hazel Capal Janet Caink & Nicola Headland 49=E v9o [P0l -2.08 +2.08 4 A953
Thomas Bradkin & Maks Blicharz | Audrey Hartley & David Embleton 4%=E v9 s -2.08 | +2.08 :31 098
Brian Sharkey & Peter Richardson | Colin Peden & Valdie Poter 49=E +*J sl -2.08 | +2.08 10875
Mike Harbour & Albert Kitchin Harriet Cork & Aleks Birdsall 4v=E +J i} -2.08| +2.08
mggﬂs HEEAEE £ ross shine & Tony Verran 4¥v=E +J 620

A

o o Do o e

Most declarers made their contract of 4 Hearts, however, only, Ross ShineP€dén

l dzZRNbe | I Nt Sez ¢2Y CdzZNy Saa YR tSUSNJ
declarers able to refuse the Club finesse.

All the declarers that took the Club finesse also made it as when North won with their
[ tdzoaz WtlIyAO]lSRQ YR tSR I {LJ RSO®

This is a good instructional hand for the defenders. The rule being that whatever loser
declarer has in Spades, are not going anywhere.

2 S 2yfeée WtlIyAaAOQ a RSTSYRSNEZI AF GKSN
their losers on some established suit.

hy GKA& KFIYRZ b2NUK Aa O2yUNRftAYy3d UOK
WCNRBI SY {dzZAuQ®d bZ2NUK Ydzau gl Al F2NJ RS
WSTFNIAYAYI FNRBY WhLISYyAy3a !'LIQ | WCNRI S
declarer.

&

< Oy



To o

Preparing for a Throvwn
Wl gLly20AaAy3Q GKS RSTFSYRSNE Aa -bEOUSN
Ffa2 oS OFffSR Iy WOYRLI Il &Qod
CKS WERORP@FSAY3I | GFOGAOlLE LXILe& 6KSNB |
Y2YSYy (s YR GKSY Ydzad YIF{S | LXtlFe GKI i

¢KS LINBLI N GA2Yy 0KLELY O &0 Ay @RS00 jRIZATIZSNI G
In fact, sometimes we need to do some preparation for the preparation.

0 Q 6 t 22 Wedtisiunderie Nﬂ@tllgint and Kagsdsnk very carefull
T2 GJKSe adl NI G KS , 2\ Tz

chilinC‘) __ Prepare

b prepare 4o tail
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Preparation for a Throw In

Board 7 a 62
South Deals vJI632
Both Vul ¢+ KQJ10
& K108
AAQL095 N AKIgT
v 4 YAKTS
¢ A43 WéE ¢ 72
Q653 & J42
0 A 43
v Q1098
212 49565
& AQT
West East
1a 2NT
EXY Pass

North leads ¢ King.

Step 1: We will designate West, as the "Master Hand' as it has the more trumps.
Step 2: The 'Master Hand' potentially has 2 Diamond losers and 4 Club losers.
Step 3: Strategies available: (We must reduce our 'Master Hand' losers by 3).

We can discard one of our losing Diamonds on East's ¥ King.
If Clubs do not break 3-3, we can ruff our Club loser.

We can force the defenders to open up the Club suit.

We can force the defenders to give us a 'Ruff & Discard'.

Step 4: The 'Time Sensitive' aspect of this hand is the elimination of our Heart suit in
preparation for a 'Throw-In'.
We cannot afford to draw a third round of frumps, so we must ruff one of our Hearts
before we play a second round of trumps.

Observations:

Getting rid of 2 of our losers is easy (Discarding a Diamond on the  King and potentially
having to ruff our 4th Club), so we are only looking to eliminate one more of our losers.

We recognise our Club holdings as a 'Frozen Suit', so maybe we can eliminate the Hearts and
throw a defender in?

Conclusion:

We win the first trick with our ¢ Ace.

Draw one round of trumps.

Play the » Ace and ruff a Heart high.

Play a Spade to the East hand and cash the » King, discarding the ¢ 3.

Ruff our last Heart and exit with a Diamond.

North has no choice but to either 'Open Up' the Club suit or to give us a 'Ruff & Discard', by
leading a Diamond.

We make our contract by losing just 2 Clubs and 1 Diamond.
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w52

:f@fm Throw In Contract: 46 by West
& A 108
AAQ1095 AKJS7 (Board 7) , .
L | w AK 74 Lead- ’ Klng
¢ A43 ¢ 72
& Q653 & J42
" *3131095
L 4
1:51: . 9864
& Ko7

This hand is a great example of taking our time at trick 1 and working out what needs
done.

2 S aKz2dzZ R
RSTSYRSNA
moment.

C2NJ KS W¢KNRYg LYyQ G2 &adzOOSSR ¢S ySSR
means ruffing 2 rounds of Hearts.

How can we get to that last round of Hearts?

We must delay the drawing of trumps and utilise the drawing of the second round of tr
a4 2dzNJ YSGOK2R 2F 3ISG0AYy3 G2 RdzYyYeQa 7F2

0 KS WCNRI SyQ [/ fdzm adz i

J2
WhLISY | LJQ 0KA& adzaids 6KAO

alL
0 2
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NS
Thomas Bradkin & Maks Blicharz

Linda Fleet & Paul Stevens

Mary Dowson & Sarah Street
Pat Johnson & Peter Scotting
Chris Chorley & Patrick Murray
Jim Kenneally & jane huxter
Barry Capal & Hazel Capal
Mike Harbour & Albert Kitchin

Paul Mollison & Bernie Hunt

pascaline Mower & christopher
martin

Brian Davies & Annie Davies
Brian Sharkey & Peter Richardson
Marcia Levan-Harris & John McCoy

lan Moss & anncraig

EW
Janet Caink & Nicola Headland

Russell Garnett Bingham & Vernon
Gaskell

Peter Oake & Colin Scott
George Vede & Maureen Vede
Jayne Randall & graham randall
Alan Bryant & Geoff Webber
Gemma Fewster & Steve Abbott
Colin Peden & Valdie Poter

Pat Watson & Bernard Kaye

Tom Furness & Henry Rose

Jon Ward & Tony French
Audrey Hartley & David Embleton
Harriet Cork & Aleks Birdsall

ross shine & Tony Verran

Contract
44-2 W
44-1W
44-1W
44-1W
44-1W
44-1W
44-1W
4a-1W
44=W
44=W
44=W
44=W
44=W
4a4=W

Lead Score

+K 200 +7.62
+K 100 +5.31
+K 100 +5.31
+K 100 +5.31
+K 100 +5.31
+K 100 +5.31
v2 100 +5.31
+K 100 +5.31
+K 620 B
+K 620 T
+K 620 L
+K 620 B
+K 620 B
+K 620 &I

IMP

-7.62
-5.31

-5.31
-5.31
-5.31
-5.31
-5.31

-5.31
+7.46

+7.46
+7.46
+7.46

+7.46
+7.46

Board 7
Dealer S
All Vul

Throw In
(Board 7)

462

v J632

+KQJ10

2K108
4 AQ1095 a KJ87
va v AK75
+ A43 *72
*Q653 *J42

443

v Q1098

49865

#A97

A Tony Verran and Henry Rose were the only two declarers who spotted that the only wz
totally eliminate the Heart suit was to ruff a round of Hedreforedrawing all the trumps,
t 2Ay0aQ

A Geoff Webber was the only other declarer who made some attempt to eliminate the Hi

az H

0 dzi

dzy F2 NI dzy | (i ¢

N\

e

gK2tS W. NPoYyAS

RNE ¢

022

YIye

I KSY®

G NHzY LJa
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o Do Do Do Io

To o

Preparing for a Thrown

Hopefully by now, we are beginning to see that finessing is the last resort to make oL
contract.

There is usually a better strategy to make our contract, other than a 50% chance fine
The problvem we have i§ tbat itis SO easy to recogrlise a finqsse and we hav,e lived o
W. NARIS [ AQGBSaQ ul1AYy3 UKS Slae 2LINAZ2Y
It is my job to educate you to recognise other patterns that make the contract a 100%
certainty.

One day these 100% patterns will be just as recognisable to you as the 50% finesse
pattern.

[ SG§Qa y2e 221 Fd F wmnanm: LIOGOISNY 6KAOF
Board 23 is where the action is, aBauthis under the spotlight.

Join option
And take your pick
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Preparation for a Throw In

Board 23 aAlDB2
South Deals vKQI4
Both Vul ¢ 543
& 63
“ 54 N A KQog
vi2 v 63
*Q762 WéE ¢ 1098
&QJ1098 & AT54
aJ73
5109 vA10975
16 ¢+ AK]J
& K2
North South
1w
ER 4w
Pass

West leads & Queen.
Step 1: We will designate South, as the '"Master Hand' as it has the more trumps.

Step 2: After the & Queen lead, the 'Master Hand' potentially has 2 Spade losers, 1 Diamond
loser and 1 Club loser.

Step 3: Strategies available: (We must reduce our '"Master Hand' losers by 1).
We can lead a Diamond towards our ¢ Jack and 'Hope' that East holds the ¢ Queen.
We can lead a Spade towards our & 10 and subsequently play the & Ace and 'Hope' that
West holds a doubleton Spade honour.
We can play on the Spade suit to try and set up dummy's 4th Spade.
We can force the defenders to open up the Spade suit.
We can force the defenders to give us a 'Ruff & Discard'.

Step 4: We will not be using our trumps to eliminate any of our losers, so we should draw
trumps immediately .

Observations:

Our Spade holding is a 'Frozen Suit’, so if we can 'Persuade’ the defenders to lead a Spade, we
can eliminate one of our losers.

Conclusion:

We draw trumps and if we have not already done so, play our & King.

We have now done our preparation.

Play our ¢ Ace, ¢ King and ¢ Jack.

Whoever is now on lead will either have to gives us a 'Ruff & Discard' in the Club or Diamond 40

suits, alternatively, 'Open Up' the 'Frozen' Spade suit, which eliminates one of our Spade
losers.



o o Do Do Do o I

a AlDG2
vEQT4

M Throw In Contract: 4' by South
45—1 N :KPQE
SN | - R (Board 23) Lead: efe Queen
& 0QJ1098 & ATS4
aJT3
e AT
& K2

The key is to recognise that our Spade holdings between declarer and dummy constit
WCNRI Sy {daAlGQo

14 &az22y la ¢S aSS | WCNRI Sy {daAadQx ¢S
RSTFSYRSNE G2 WwWhLSy ! LI 0KFG &adado
The Diamond finesse looks tempting, but that is only a 50% chance.

If we can eliminate the Club and Diamond suits, all we must do is give the lead to the
defenders and the chance of making our contract is now 100%.

Having drawn trumps, the Club suit is easy to eliminate, so now all we must do now is
eliminate the Diamonds and hand the lead to one of the defenders.

We hand the lead to the defenders by playing the Diamond Ace, followed by the Diam
King, followed by the Diamond Jack.
Dare | say it: i

OB YA A
G ‘.»'. R ”"f"'"”ﬁ Ty - -
N \Y 18 R ¥
¥ i Red et
S RS 3
% v IXYAN "_.:“A“:"L’o’svur
LA LIPS
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NS
Paul Mollison & Bernie Hunt
Pat Johnson & Peter Scotting
Chris Chorley & Patrick Murray
Thomas Bradkin & Maks Blicharz
Brian Sharkey & Peter Richardson
Mike Harbour & Albert Kitchin
Linda Fleet & paul stevens
Mary Dowson & Sarah Street

pascaline Mower & christopher
martin

Jim Kenneally & jane huxter
Brian Davies & Annie Davies
Marcia Levan-Harris & John McCoy

lan Moss & anncraig

Barry Capal & Hazel Capal

EW
Jon Ward & Tony French
Janet Caink & Nicola Headland
Colin Peden & Valdie Poter
Pat Watson & Bernard Kaye
Peter Oake & Colin Scott
George Vede & Maureen Vede
Alan Bryant & Geoff Webber
Gemma Fewster & Steve Abbott

Audrey Hartley & David Embleton
Harriet Cork & Aleks Birdsall

ross shine & Tony Verran
Tom Furness & Henry Rose

Jayne Randall & graham randall

Russell Garnett Bingham & Vernon
Gaskell

Contract
49=S
49=3S
49=S
49=S
49=S
49=S
4v-18
49-1S
4v-1S

49-1S
4v-1S
4v¥-1S
49-1S

44-2N

A Peter Scotting, MakBlicharz y R

UgKLF G

A H

W, NPGYAS

U0KS Wl O1

21

Lead
a5
+Q
A5
+Q
+Q
&Q
*Q
+Q
&Q
*Q
&Q
+Q
+Q

+9

t SGSNI wiAh OKI NRazy
gl a

Score

620

620

620

620

620

620
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
200

IMP

+7.46 | -7.46
+7.46 | -7.46

(+7.46] 746
GZOEZD
[+7.46] 745
[+7.46] 746

-5.31 | +5.31
-5.31 | +5.31

-5.31 | +5.31
-5.31 | +5.31

-5.31 | +5.31
-5.31 | +5.31
-5.31 | +5.31

-7.62 | +7.62

5A Y2YRA
and instead taking the 100% option of playing their Diamonds from the top.
iKSasS o

t2Ay3(4aQ

U2

Board 23
Dealer S
All Vul

Throw In
(Board 23)

& A1062
v KQJ4
4543
63
& 54 4 KQ98
v 82 v63
4+ Q762 + 1098
& QJ1098 & A754
A J73
¥ A10975
+ AKJ
& K2
g S NB
| YPwSR |

RSOf I
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To To I

Preparing for a Throvwn

') 02 Y263 6S KIS WEKNRgY LyQ 2yS 27

N

Mm® DAGBS RSOfIFINBNJ I WwdzZFF 3 5Aa0l NRQ
HO® WYhLISY 'LIQ | FTNRISYy adzAiid G2 SEtAYAYLI

[ SGQa 221 G Fy23iKSNI LJI--A 5 3

CKA&a Aad y20 O0dzrtte | y N Qo
| 26 SOSNE ¢2dzA RYyQud AdG0 068 Wt E O2c
one of the defenders to lead the suit for us? S

2 S Y29 1y26 Kz2g (2 LIJtSN:r.-il-K J 10 YRS
[ SG§Qa &SS KNodhcahtbSadbodud A1A ¢

"GETTING PEOPLE TO DO
WHAT YOU WANT IS
NOT AN ACCIDENT OR
COINCIDENCE. YOU
MUST USE TECHNIQUES

BASED ON THE PROVEN
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Preparation For a Throw In

Board 21 A AKQI06
North Deals vy AS53
N-S Vul + KJ6
& K2
08 N a3
Y874 N Y962
#8852 ¢+ Q1097
& 8765 % QJ1094
2 aJT7542
5 5 v KJ10
13 ¢ Ad3
& A3
North Sowuth
2NT iw
4a 6 &
Pass

East leads &« Queen.

Step 1: We will designate North as the "Master Hand', but it doesn't matter as both declarer
and dummy have the same distribution.

Step 2: The 'Master Hand' potentially has 1 Heart loser and 1 Diamond loser.
Step 3: Strategies available: (We must reduce our 'Master Hand' losers by 1).

We can lead a Diamond towards our ¢ Jack and 'Hope' that West holds the ¢ Queen.
We can lead a Heart towards our # Jack and 'Hope' that East holds the » Queen.

We can run our #Jack and 'Hope' that West holds the v Queen.

We can force the defenders to open up the Heart suit.

We can force the defenders to give us a '"Ruff & Discard'.

Step 4: We will not be using our trumps to eliminate any of our losers, so we should draw
trumps immediately.

Observations:

It may be tempting to take two finesses on the basis that hopefully one of them will win, but
there would not be a guess, if we could 'Persuade' one of the defenders to lead a Heart.

Conclusion:

We must win the first trick.

We draw trumps.

We cash our final Club.

We naw play our + Ace, followed by our ¢ King, followed by our # Jack.

Whoever wins this trick, will have the choice of either playing a Club or a Diamond, which will
give us a 'Ruff & Discard' and hence eliminating one of our losers, alternatively they can play a

Heart, which removes any guesswork in the Heart suit and eliminates our potential Heart loser.
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o Do Do Do D

AaAKQI1D6

: iié Throw In Contract: 6‘ by North
* R (Board 21 |
"o N I ) Lead: efe Queen
vQ874 v 962
+852 W I-. E 01007
®8763 S & Q1094
20 aJ75472
v KJ10
1135 ¢ A43
& A3
Same old story; the Jack of Diamonds is Vo

TRADITIONAL ALES

L —————

B rreerouss [

LO A& AYLRNIIFIYyG G2 tAa0Sy G2 6KIFG 2dzNJ
hy GKA& KIYR AG Aa GSttAy3a dza GKFG 6S
Yes, | quite agree that a Diamond finesse or a lucky Heart guess will rid of at least 1 Ic
but those finesses are only a 50% chance.

Eliminating the Club suit and playing 3 rounds of Diamonds from the top is a 100% ch
Would it have been easier, if | had replaced the Jack of Diamonds with the 2 of Diamo

45



NS EW Contract Lead Score IMP

Chris Chorley & Patrick Murray Harriet Cork & Aleks Birdsall BNT+1 N &Q 1470 +10.00 -10.00 T h rOW I n

Barry Capal & Hazel Capal Pat Watson & Bernard Kaye 6NT=N *Q 1440 +9.46 -9.46
Brian Sharkey & Peter Richardson | George Vede & Maureen Vede 6NT= N &Q 1440 +9.46 -9.46 (B O ard 2 1)
lan Moss & anncraig Alan Bryant & Geoff Webber 6NT=N &Q 1440 +9.46 -9.46
Pat Johnson & Peter Scotting Audrey Hartley & David Embleton G&= N &Q 1430 +9.46 -9.46 Dealer N v A53
Thomas Bradkin & Maks Blicharz | Peter Oake & Colin Scott 64=N $Q 1430 +9.46 -9.46 QSR + KJ6
pascaline Mower & hristopher | colin Peden & Valdie Poter 44+2 N v6 | 680 -0.85 +0.85 08 +K2 .3
. . . ] Russell Garnett Bingham & N v
Brian Davies & Annie Davies Vernon Gasksll 44+2 N »Q 680 0.85 +0.85 : 358274 \ 9Q§12097
Mike Harbour & Albert Kitchin Tom Furness & Henry Rose 54=N *Q 650 -1.08 +1.08 28765 #QJ1094
Linda Fleet & paul stevens Jon Ward & Tony French 646-1 N *Q (/N -10.46 +10.46 A J7542
Paul Mollison & Bernie Hunt Gemma Fewster & Steve Abbott Ga&-1 N £Q (00N -10.46 +10.46 ¥ KJ10
Jim Kenneally & jane huxter ross shine & Tony Verran 646-1 N *Q (VN -10.46 +10.46 :ﬁ;zﬁ
mig;i ETEITR R TS LD Jayne Randall & graham randall 64-1 N *Q (/R -10.46 +10.46
Mary Dowson & Sarah Street Janet Caink & Nicola Headland ~ 4NT-3 N *Q )0l -12.69  +12.69

A ¢CKSNE g6l & 2yS W[ dzO1 & DdzSaaSNX ¢K2z2 YIRS

W! yvidzOlé DdzSaaSNBQ

A There was only one declarer, who did not have to guess and that was TiByatisn who
gl a W INR tSNFSOUIQZ a2 H W.NRGYAS t2AY

A There was one other person, who did not have to guess and that was Brian Davies, w

gl a W INR t SNFSOUQY dzyF2Nlidzyl 6St & F2NJ

2yteée Ay n { LI RS&zZ o0dzi m W.NRGYAS t2AYyl
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Throw In Preparation

A The next hand is a very difficult hand.

A{2YSOGAYSE AO0 YAIKG FLIWISEFNI Fa AF Fff OK

A Howevgr, ngwAthatAwe t\aye some new skjlls under our bellt in thg way thaAt we can
YI-“LS F}STSVRSNﬁ RZVUK)\yEIé UKI-,U i,JK§‘e‘,AR2
{ AldzraA2yaQ AY adzOK | glezZ uKFIUOU SOSY o

A [ S Q&Easis3iBto theftask of playing the Diamond suit in such a way that it
R2Say Qi YIFOGGSNI AT GKSeé 3FdzSaa ogNRy3a 2NJ
A The board in question is board 2.

USUALLY I'D SAY YOUR
GUESS IS AS GOOD AS MINE

4

‘ : !. s At b
BUT YOU'RE A BAD 'GUESSER™ a7




Preparation for a Throw In

Board 2 - —
East Deals vJ109
N-S Vul ¢ J652
& 986542
AaKQE874 N A J10962
vg64 W E vyAQ2
¢#084 S ¢+ AKQI0
%Q3 &7
2 aA53
- vK753
15 ¢ 73
& AKT10
West North East South
14 INT
44 All pass

South leads & King.
Step 1: We will designate East as the 'Master Hand' as it has the longer side suit.

Step 2: The 'Master Hand' potentially has 1 Spade loser, 2 Heart losers, 1 Diamond loser and 1
Club loser.

Step 3: Strategies available: (We must reduce our 'Master Hand' losers by 2).

Our Diamond loser, if required can be ruffed.

A Heart towards our ¥ Queen and 'Hope' that North holds the » King.

If the # Jack falls in 3 rounds, our ¢ 10 is a winner and we can discard a Heart from
dummy and subsequently ruff a Heart loser.

We can lose the lead to South at an appropriate moment so that they are forced to
lead into our » A Q or gives us a 'Ruff & Discard'.

Step 4: We have plenty of trumps, so we need to draw trumps.
Observations:

The 1 NT overcall has informed us that the Heart finesse is 'Doomed’.

If we can make 4 natural Diamond tricks, we are '"Home and Dry' as we have avoided our
Diamond loser and we can discard a Heart from dummy, reducing our Heart losers by 1.
We need to play our Diamonds in such a way, that when we do not have 4 natural Diamond
tricks, South will find themselves on lead having to give us an extra trick.

Conclusion:

After 2 rounds of Clubs, we ruff the second round.

We play one round of trumps and observe that trumps are 3-0.

We must now cash 2 rounds of Diamonds, which is in preparation for our end game strategy.
We can now continue with the drawing of trumps.

We make sure that we are in dummy after the 3rd round of trumps.

We now play a Diamond and if North plays a small Diamond, we play our ¢ 10.

If the ¢ 10 wins, as it does on this occasion, we are home and dry as we can now discard a
losing Heart from dummy.

Even if our ¢ 10 loses to South's ¢ Jack, South is now forced to either give us a 'Ruff & Discard'
or lead into our » A Q. Our last Diamond will be used to discard a Heart from dummy.

If North does not follow to the third round of Diamonds, we are also ok, as we will win with our
+ Ace and play our + 10, discarding a Heart from dummy.
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Do Do Do Do Do

o o

*_
v J109
#J652

4986542 Throw In Contract: 4A by East

& J10%62

AaRKQE74

N
v564 vAQ2 Board 2 X
+984 WEE * AKQ10 ( ) Lead: *Klng
J.QS & 7
aAAS53
r?m PK733
15 L
& AKT10

PaAYy 3 2dzNJ Wal aGSNI tflyQ NARGdzrE X 6S | NB
If we win 4 natural Diamond tricks, that will reduce our losers by 2, as not only will we
no Diamond losers, but we will also be able to discard a Heart loser from dummy.
Playing the Diamond suit correctly is the key.

We must first cash the top 2 Diamonds and then lead towards our Queen, Ten and as:
North follows to the third round we play the Ten of Diamonds.

It is irrelevant who is holding the Jack of Diamonds; if North is holding it, then we have
successfully finessed them for us to make 4 natural Diamond tricks, on the other hand
South is holding the Jack of Diamonds, although they have won the third round of Dia
ikKSe KI @S y2 &l FS SEALlD® ¢KSeé KI@S GKS
suit or leading into our A Q of Hearts.

Note that it is essential to cash our top 2 Diamobd$foremaking this play.

If trumps had been -4, we could have delayed cashing our top 2 Diamonds until after
drawing the trumps, but when trumps are seen to b8,3ve must cash our 2 top Diamon
beforecontinuing drawing trumps otherwise South could play%a@ind of trumps.



NS EW Contract Lead Score IMP

Paul Mollison & Bernie Hunt Tom Furness & Henry Rose 44-1E &K 50 Th rOW I n

Pat Johnson & Peter Scotting Alan Bryant & Geoff Webber 446-1E A 50

Chris Chorley & Patrick Murray Gemma Fewster & Steve Abbott 44-1W &9 50 (B O ard 2)
Thomas Bradkin & Maks Blicharz  Harriet Cork & Aleks Birdsall 48-1E K 50

Brian Sharkey & Peter Richardson | ross shine & Tony Verran 4a4-1E A 50

Linda Fleet & Paul Stevens George Vede & Maureen Vede 24+2 E A 170 BoKee] 0.00 Board3 ren

Mary Dowson & Sarah Street Jayne Randall & graham randall  24+2 E A 170 K] 0.00 Dealer E v J109

&aas'%iline Mower & christopher e ) BT B oa+2 E *7 170 B 0.00 NS Vul ;.;22242

Barry Capal & Hazel Capal Colin Peden & Valdie Poter 264+2 E & A 170 Ko} 0.00 4 KQ874 4 J10962
m@gci; SEiEli= R L e Pat Watson & Bernard Kaye 24+2 E 7 170 Ko} 0.00 :ggj :22(2)1 0
Jim Kenneally & jane huxter Janet Caink & Nicola Headland 44=E A Epl -5.46| +5.46 IEE » A53 1l

Brian Davies & Annie Davies Audrey Hartley & David Embleton 44=E K L)l -5.46| +5.46 v K753

Mike Harbour & Albert Kitchin 5:?:;'1' g:s”;:ﬁt Bingham & 484=E *A PPl 546 +5.46 ;Z\‘:’( 110

lan Moss & anncraig Peter Oake & Colin Scott H58X-3S AK ({00l -11.69 | +11.69

A

T T T T T>

CKAA ¢ a OSNIFAyfeée (0KS Yz2ald W KFffSy3aa
surprising that no declarer got close to finding the 100% line.

3 Declarers made their game contract, when the defence, having won the second rour
trumps, decided to help declarer by leading their doubleton, Diamond.

Another example where the defenders must be patient and not help declarer.

South can see that there is no hurry to do anything on this board and must therefore s
passive and return a trump.

o RSTFSYRSNA NBIfAASR GKA&AZ a2 GKSeé I NFB
The 3 defenders in question are: Peter Richardson, \Békbarzand Bernie Hunt.



To o I

A Q 9 pattern
We have a new pattern: - A Q 9

4 FANRG 3JIEIFTyOSsT AG R2Sa yz2a t221 A
However, those 3 cards are very significant.
[ SGQa t2271 i Endplay SYR LI2AAGAZ2YY

AQO9

N

1075 = KJ8

S

4312
{2dziK €t SIFR&a G42¢6FNR&a GKS ' v & YR AT
GAYA 6AOK GKSANI WFEO]l FYR Ydzald y2gs f
LT 2Sad LXlFIea G0KS mnI OUKSYy ¢S L} I @

King, we have this position: Endplay

) ) A9
This time East must lead back .

Ayi2z2 b2NIKQa 175 ERE

5

43
Regardless to how the cards lie and regardless to how the defenders play, our 2
potential losers only become 1 loser.
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A QO 9 Endplay

Endplay
AQ9
N
1075 = KIJI8
5
432
AltiK2dAK GKA&a Aa I (GSE(l0221 WOYRLI I &.

strategies that we have seen earlier.

A 2KSNBIFa Ay 2dzNJ LINBGA2dza WECKNRYS LYyQ K
S 6SNB GKNRgAY3I Ays a (KSe& KIFIR (KS
WCNRIT SYy {dZAGQ 2NJ IAGAY T dza | WYWwdzFF 3
essential that we lead towards the A Q 9 holding, so we can force ou+hagiat
defender to win the trick and lead back into our holding.

A wdzad tA1S Fff 2dzNJ 20KSNJ WeEKNRgG LyQ LI
removing the safe exit cards of the defenders, so that when our defender wins the
GNAO] X KSeée 2yfteée KI@S Ggz2z 2LIA2yasz S,
g 5A40FNRQZ GgAGK 020K 2LJXiA2ya NBadzZ G

ATSGQa y2¢ aSS 2Westwad iphidRhekask. 6 KS (1 KS NJ



A Q9 Endplay

Board 16 a 52
West Deals vo765
E-W Vul ¢ K106
& KQJT10
aK10987 N A AQI63
vEKIJ] W E vA4132
*AQ94 S ¢ 532
& A5 & 7
a4
1?911 v Q108
3 ¢ J87
&% 086432
West East
1a 4
44 4w
ANT 5
SNT 6 A
Pass

North leads & King.

Step 1: We will designate East as the 'Master Hand' as its 2nd side suit is longer.
Step 2: The 'Master Hand' potentially has 2 Heart losers and 2 Diamond losers.
Step 3: Strategies available: (We must reduce our 'Master Hand' losers by 3).

We can ruff 2 of our Heart losers.

We can play a Diamond towards our ¢+ Queen and 'Hope' that South holds the + King.
We can arrange to lose the lead to North at the end and force them to either give us a
'Ruff & Discard' or lead into our ¢+ A Q.

Step 4: We have plenty of trumps, however we must be mindful that we are required to ruff 2
rounds of Hearts, also that we can only afford to play 2 rounds of trumps.

Observations:

For our 'Preparation’, not only do we need to ruff 2 rounds of Hearts and one round of Clubs,
but we must make sure that we are in the East hand to make our 'Strategy Play' of leading
towards our A Q 9 holding in Diamonds.

Conclusion:

We win the opening trick with our & Ace.

We draw 1 round of trumps.

We cash our # King and play to our v Ace.

We ruff a Heart.

Draw the second round of trumps ending in the East hand, so that we can ruff our last Heart.
We now ruff our Club.

All the suits have now been eliminated.

We play a Diamond towards our ¢« AQ 9,

Whatever card South plays, we play a card just to beat it.

North will win and will have the choice of either giving us a 'Ruff & Discard' or leading back into
our Heart holding.
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p ST

A

a 52

v9765 A QO 9 Endplay Contract: 6 #¥ by West
¢« K106
4 KQJ10 (Board 16) Lead: eo¥e King
AK10987 N AAQI63
vK] S v A432
+AQ94 g ¢+ 532
& A5 & 7
g A d
v Q108
1?311 . 187
& 986432
b20S GKIFG 2dzNJ Wal a0SNI tflyQ wAiddzZ € 62N
2dzNJ Wal 8GSNJ I | yYRQD
2

S Ylée ¢Sttt aidlFNI 2FF oeé dzaAy3a 2Sad | a
KIFyRET K2gSOSNE 6S ySSR G2 06S FtSEAo0tS
GKAY3Ia adkrNIO G2 06S02YS WaSaaeQ RdzZNAy3
The key observation that needs to be madethe start is that to be able to ruff 2 Hearts
andfinish in the East hand, so that we can ldagards2 SaiQa ! v o K2
afford to immediately draw 2 rounds of trumps as we require an extra entry to the East
hand and this extra entry comes via drawing a round of trumps and finishing in the Ea
hand. i.e. We must ruff a round of Healdsforedrawing the last round of trumps.
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NS
Paul Mollison & Bemie Hunt
Mary Dowson & Sarah Street
Jim Kenneally & jane huxter
Thomas Bradkin & Maks Blicharz
Mike Harbour & Albert Kitchin
Chris Chorley & Patrick Murray
Brian Davies & Annie Davies
Brian Sharkey & Peter Richardson
Linda Fleet & paul stevens

Pat Johnson & Peter Scotting

pascaline Mower & christopher
martin

Barry Capal & Hazel Capal

Marcia Levan-Harris & John
McCoy

lan Moss & anncraig

A1 SyNE

EW
Colin Peden & Valdie Poter
Harriet Cork & Aleks Birdsall
Peter Oake & Colin Scott
Jayne Randall & graham randall
Jon Ward & Tony French
Pat Watson & Bernard Kaye
George Vede & Maureen Vede
Alan Bryant & Geoff Webber
Audrey Hartley & David Embleton

ross shine & Tony Verran

Russell Garnett Bingham &
Vernon Gaskell

Tom Furness & Henry Rose
Gemma Fewster & Steve Abbott
Janet Caink & Nicola Headland

w2aSsSs

Contract

64-1W
646-1W
6a-1W
6a6-1W
6a-1W
44+1 W
44+1 W
46 +1 W

+ SNy 2y DI ajisStt

Lead

&K
&K
&K
&K
&K
*K
&K
&K
&K
&K

&K
a2
*K
&K

Score IMP
100 +10.85/-10.85 A Q 9 Endp|a>
100 +10.85/-10.85
100 +10.85[-10.85 (Boal’d 16)
100 +10.85[-10.85
Board 16 A 52
100 +10.85/-10.85 Dealer W v 9765
650 EENNVOREE NI Ew vul + K106
Gl +1.00| -1.00 *KQJ10
B +1.00 -1.00 4 k10087 e
ICXN -9.54 | +9.54 4+ AQ94 4532
1430 EEARCE *A5 *7
ad
Xl -954| +954 ¥ Q108
1430 (EEIERED 132(75432
KGN 954 +9.54
IEXN 954 | +9.54

YR ¢2yeée =S

that one round of Hearts must be ruffdaeforedrawing all the trumps must be spotted ea
in the hand.

A1ttt o

~

RSOf |

NE NE&

I NB

NE & |

NR

SR gA0K H WY,
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Throw In Preparation

A TheAQ 9 holding is theinimumholdipg that we require to make sure that we can
ddz00SaafdzZ t e YIS (KS -hhidbpponehf WeE¢ KNP 4 .
A H0|d|ng A Q 10 is jUSt as gOOd. A Q 8- Not Strong Enough

A However, holding A Q 8 is not good enough. Ag

1095 = KJ6

S
432

A When we lead towards the A Q 8 holding, West plays their 9, we play our Queen
and East wins with their King, and we now have this position:

A Our 8 is not high enough to win a trick. _
A Q& - Not Strong Enough

AS

N

105 = J6
S
43

[ SG Q4 So&iRot &niAmhaen they found the A Q 8 holding in dummy on board 15.
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Throw In Preparation

Board 15 A Q986
South Deals v2876
N-5 Vul *+KQ2
& AQ8R
LY N A 52
vyKQJ10 W | E v95432
* 9764 S ¢ 10853
&% J1094 & K35
5 A AKJ1073
73 vA
17 ¢ A
& 7632
North South
1a
INT 4NT
S5a SWNT
64 6
Pass

West leads » King.

Step 1: We will designate South as the 'Master Hand' as it has the more trumps.
Step 2: The 'Master Hand' potentially has 3 Club losers.

Step 3: Strategies available: (We must reduce our 'Master Hand' losers by 2).

We can discard one Club loser on dummy's ¢ King.

We can play a Club towards dummy's & Queen and 'Hope' that West holds the & King.
We can lose to the East hand at an appropriate moment where they are forced to
concede a 'Ruff & Discard'.

Step 4: We will not be using our trumps to eliminate any of our losers, so trumps should be
drawn immediately.

Observations:

The A Q 8 holding in dummy's Club suit is not quite strong enough to be able to create a
situation where we can force East to be on lead and lead back into our A Q holding.

So, it looks like that it is all down to 'Hoping' that West holds the & King.

But maybe we can increase our chances by just a fraction?

Conclusion:

We win the opening lead with our » Ace.

We draw trumps, finishing in dummy, so that we can ruff a Heart.

We play 3 rounds of Diamonds, finishing in dummy, discarding a Club from our hand.

We can now ruff dummy's last Heart.

We play a Club towards dummy's & A Q 8 and if West plays a card less than our &8, we will
play our &8 and East will be forced to win with their & King.

However, if West plays the & 9, we win with the & Ace and return to our hand with a trump and
play a Club towards our & Queen.

If West holds the & King, we are home and dry.

If West plays low, we play our & Queen and if East holds the & King, there is a chance that they
started with the doubleton & King.

If they did, they must now give us a 'Ruff & Discard'.

57



a 1986

w276
# K2
2408 Throw In Contract: 6 # by South
K N :
SRR | - IAE (Board 15) Lead: W King
& J 1094 & K5
- 4iKI]DT'3
L
?”3 ¢ A
& 76312

The key here is to realise that the A Q 8 pattern is not strong enough to force 2 tricks,
however, using our preparation skills of eliminating both red suits, we traee
chances.

The first one being that, when we finally lead towards th&@ 8, we catch West

WhI LIWAY3IAQ YR gKSYy (GUKSe F2tt26 o6AGK |
WOYRLI  @SRQ®

There is also the slight possibility that East is holding the K J 10 9 of Clubs, so we will
rftoglea 6S FofS (2 LXI& RdzyyYeQa yzI TF2ND
The third possibility and the one at the table and that is where we find East with the Ki
doubleton of Clubs, so that when they win teecondound of Clubs with their King,
iKSeé gAff 0S FT2NOSR (G2 3IALGS dza | WYwdzF T
red cards, which is a straightforward exercise.

There is of course the chance that the King of Clubs is onside, but that would just be
W. 2ZNAYIQOD



NS
Chris Chorley & Patrick Murray
Linda Fleet & paul stevens
Brian Sharkey & Peter Richardson
Mike Harbour & Albert Kitchin
Mary Dowson & Sarah Street

pascaline Mower & christopher
martin

Jim Kenneally & jane huxter
Brian Davies & Annie Davies
Barry Capal & Hazel Capal
lan Moss & anncraig

Paul Mollison & Bernie Hunt
Pat Johnson & Peter Scotting

Thomas Bradkin & Maks Blicharz

Marcia Levan-Harris & John
McCoy

A hyte
2 yf 8

EW
Pat Watson & Bernard Kaye
Audrey Hartley & David Embleton
Alan Bryant & Geoff Webber
Jon Ward & Tony French
Harriet Cork & Aleks Birdsall

Russell Garnett Bingham &
Vernon Gaskell

Peter Oake & Colin Scott
George Vede & Maureen Vede
Tom Furness & Henry Rose
Janet Caink & Nicola Headland
Colin Peden & Valdie Poter
ross shine & Tony Verran

Jayne Randall & graham randall

Gemma Fewster & Steve Abbott

M
Ay GKS

W/ I NR

Contract Lead
6A=S YK | 1430
44+2 S YK 680
44+2 S YK 680
44+2 S YK 680
44+1S YK 650
44+18S YK 650
44+18S YK 650
54=S K 650
54=S YK 650
44+18S VK 650
64-1S YK
64-1S &J
64-1S YK
64-1S YK

t S
o2y

N Z

c

FSOI
NJ O

~

N

.\ C

Score IMP

+14.23
+3.46
+3.46
+3.46
+2.77

+2.77
+2.77

-14.23
-3.46
-3.46
-3.46
-2.77

-2.77
-2.77
-2.77

-2.77
-2.77

+2.77
+2.77
+2.77
o8 -10.31 | +10.31
(lefo} -10.31|+10.31
glofo} -10.31|+10.31

(ofoR -10.31| +10.31

~

Q R
'.F

No

SOf
rn

Board 15
Dealer S
NS Vul

I NB NJ |
{ LI RS

Throw In

(Board 15)

a4

¥ KQJ10
4+ 9764
+J1094

4 Q986

v 876

+ KQ2

+AQ8
A 52
¥ 95432
4+ 10853
K5

A AKJ1073

YA

+AJ

& 7632
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A
A
A

Avoidance Play
?§ Sy O02dzy ( SNBR GKS LKNI &5 WCODMRIChWSBS
SYUAUTt SR Wb2 ¢NHzYLI 5SSOt I NBNJ ttftl eQd
An avoidance play is where we r,ecognise that one of the defenc{er,s could cause us
WeENRdz0f SQ> AT UKSe ¢gSNbB uz 3IASu 2y S|
2S Ottt GKSY GKS W51 y3aISNIIIYRQ | WR YLK
was this situation:

Al5 3

N
AlA Q 8 4 E Al9 7

. =

A K 2 Danger Hand

hdzNJ YAY3 2F { LI RSa Aa f221Ay3 OSNE Jdz
0SOlIdzaS AT 9lad ¢ra G2 3IASG 2y fSIFRX

So, we try as hard as we can to prevent East from getting on lead and hence the phi
W g2ARFYOS tfleQo AdSd 2SS glyd G2 WY @z
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Avoidance Play

A In the next hand, we find ourselves having to play this trump suit:

To o

o o

AlA K J 6 4
N

=

S
A|10 9 8 5

How do we play the trump suit?
Ly Aaz2triAz2ys 6S a0FNI aAy3IAy3da 2dzNJ NK.
English translates into the idea that when declarer has-aarfl fit, holding the Ace,

King and Jack, they should take the finesse, however, when they are holding the sar
high cards with a4ard fit, they should bang down the Ace and King.

~

[ SG§Qa &SS 2y NortstadRsinginy thé rikyghé d¢ Shether they start
OKFyUdAy3a GKS Wal aGdSNItfly wAdGdzZ f Qo
[ SGQa K2LS A0 A& (0KS WaladaSNItftly wAid
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Avoidance Play

Board 9 a AKT64
North Deals v 76
E-W Vul ¢+ K93
& KTI2
aQ72 N a3
v 1098532 vYyKQI
¢ 86 W1E +54Q2
208 Bl L A0Q10765
a 109083
21512 v AL
1 » AQT107
& 43
West North East South
1a 2a 34
Pass 4a All pass

East leads v King.
Step 1: We will designate North as the 'Master Hand' as it has the more trumps.
Step 2: The 'Master Hand' potentially has 1 Spade loser, 1 Heart loser and 3 Club losers.

Step 3: Strategies available: (We must reduce our 'Master Hand' losers by 2).

We can play Ace, King of Spades and if the & Queen appears, we have 0 Spade losers.

We can play a Spade towards our aJack and 'Hope' that West holds the & Queen.
We can play a Club towards our &« K J 2 and 'Hope' that a aHonour is onside and we
'Guess' correctly.

We can discard 2 Club losers on dummy's long Diamond suit.

Step 4: We have plenty of trumps, so we can draw trumps immediately.

Observations:

We appear to have lots of tricks in the way of at least 4 Spades, 5 Diamonds and the » Ace.
However, our 'Master Plan Ritual' is warning us that we might have 2 too many losers, albeit
our 3rd Club loser is never going to happen as we will always be able to ruff that in dummy or
discard it on dummy's long Diamonds.

Conclusion:

This is going to take some explaining, so please see the next page.

62



To o o I

To o o o o I

A AKJ64

v76
¢ K93 :
% KJ2 Avoidance Play  contract: 406 by North
o N - (Board 9) -
1098532 KQJ :
:86 W1 E :54(22 Lead: W King
2908 Bl . AQ10765
s A 10985
v A4
2% SAGIWT
& 43
hdzNJ Wal a0SNJtfly wAddz £t Q KFEFa G2t R dza O
Ly AazftlrioAzys OGKAA GF&al A& SlhLae a ¢S
The problem is that to achieve this task, we will need to draw all the trumps first.
This is where the problem lies, as there is a danger that in attempting to draw the trum|

dza Ay 3 2dzNJ WwKeyYSQX 2Saix gKAOK ¢S NBO2:
we have made any discards and play a Club through our Club holding and the defence
take their 4 tricks.

So, the conclusion is:

Duck the opening Heart lead to cut off all communications with West.

Win the continuation in dummy and run the 10 of Spades.

Even if East wins with their Queen of Spades, the defence can never take more than 3
Keeping West off lead is the most important aspect of this hand.

hdzNJ Wal a0SNJtfly wAddztQ KFEFa G2t R dza O
we lose it to East. o3



NS EW Contract Lead Score IMP

Paul Mollison & Bernie Hunt ggssls(zllll Sz T ETL T 44+1 N YK 450 +569 -5.69 AVO I d an Ce P I ay
Pat Johnson & Peter Scotting Peter Oake & Colin Scott 44+1 N YK 450 +5.69 -5.69 B d 9
Jim Kenneally & jane huxter Jayne Randall & graham randall 44+1 N YK 450 +5.69 -5.69 ( Oar )
Brian Sharkey & Peter Richardson | Janet Caink & Nicola Headland 44+1 N YK 450 +5.69 -5.69
Mike Harbour & Albert Kitchin Audrey Hartley & David Embleton 44 +1 N YK 450 X CIE::) Board9 4 AKJ64
lan Moss & anncraig Harriet Cork & Aleks Birdsall 44+1 N YK 450 +5.69 -5.69 E\T\?I\%IN : LZS
Chris Chorley & Patrick Murray Tom Furness & Henry Rose 3NT=N +Q 400 +4.08 -4.08 & KJ2
Thomas Bradkin & Maks Blicharz | Gemma Fewster & Steve Abbott 38X-1E YA 200 -0.38 +0.38 AQ72 a3
Linda Fleet & Paul Stevens ross shine & Tony Verran 3NT-1 N vK Wl -6.31 +6.31 ¥ 1098532 vKaQJ
Mary Dowson & Sarah Street Pat Watson & Bernard Kaye 44-1 N YK 50 BRI RE Y A ¢ 542
98 & AQ10765
Eqa;r%?]”ne BT I R George Vede & Maureen Vede 44-1 N YK 0N -6.31 +6.31 4 10985
Brian Davies & Annie Davies Alan Bryant & Geoff Webber 44-1 N YK GOl 6.31 +6.31 : 22)‘” 07
Barry Capal & Hazel Capal Jon Ward & Tony French 44-1 N YK GIol -6.31 | +6.31 &43
Marcia Levan-Harris & John McCoy | Colin Peden & Valdie Poter 44-1 N YK G0l -6.31 +6.31

AL Iy 32Ay3 42 KFI@gS G2 6S | oAdG Ww{dzwaSO
A NAIY {KFEN]JSe& 9 LIy az2aa RdzO1 SR GNRXOJ
AtldzgZ az2ftftAazy RdzO1{ SR GKS 2LISyAy3 | SI NI
the defender now switched to their singleton trump, but the fact that Paul had ducked 1
M>X adzZa3Sada GKIFId KS ({yS¢ ¢6KIFId KS ¢ a R
A aA1S ITFNp2dzNJ 0221 GKS { LIRS FTAYySaaSzI o
Mike, as it is crucial that declarer ducks the opening lead, otherwise if say, East had h
Queen of Spades and a small Heart, when West plays the Heart 10 at trick 1, East cal
| SEFNI G2 O0KSANI LI NIOYSNXQRa o 2F | SINIa o
A Pat Johnson and Jim Kenneally did not duck trick 1 either and when they led their 10 «
{ LI RSa> 2Sai>x AYONBRAOGEE O20SNBR gA0K
32Ay3 G2 NYzy GKS wmn 2F { LI RS&a 2Nl y20=%



Avoidance Play

Av1a ¢S KI @S It NBFRé RAAO2USNBRZ
| FYRQ FTNRY 3ISGdAy3a GKS t£SIFR®
A Sometimes it requires some imaginative play to accomplish this.

A [ S G QaSouthaS thé imagination to make their contract on board 3.
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I Y
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Avoidance Play

Board 3 a 32
South Deals vwJ962
E-W Vul + KQJ2
& AR4
AATTE4 N A 0QJ109
vs3 v 43
+10987 M ¢ 4543
%072 &% K353
1 a K5
4 10 v AKQI087
15 + 6
& QJI106
North South
1w
iw 1w
Pass

West leads + 10.
Step 1: We will designate South as the "Master Hand' as it has the more trumps.
Step 2: The 'Master Hand' potentially has 2 Spade losers, 1 Diamond loser and 1 Club loser.
Step 3: Strategies available: (We must reduce our 'Master Hand' losers by 1).
We can run the & Queen and "Hope' that West holds the & King.
Once the ¢ Ace has been knocked out, we can discard 2 losing Spades on our
established Diamonds.
Step 4: Trumps are not an issue.
Observations:
We can immediately declare that East is the 'Danger Hand'.
If East was to gain the lead, our aKing is looking very vulnerable.
How can we prevent East from getting the lead?
Conclusion:
We must play fow at trick 1 from dummy; This will keep East off lead.
We can now draw trumps, ending in dummy and lead the ¢ King, when East plays their ¢ Ace,
we can ruff, enter dummy to play off our ¢ Queen and ¢ Jack, discarding our 2 Spade losers.
Note that if East rises with their ¢ Ace, 'On Thin Air', at trick 1 and plays a Spade through, the

defence take the first 3 tricks, however, we now have three discards from our established 66
Diamond suit in dummy and having drawn trumps, we will discard 3 Clubs from our hand.



A 32
vJ]9p2

* KQl2 AvoidancePlay Contract: 440 by South
AART64 - 4-4QJI=19 (Board 3) Lead: ‘ 10
v 5 L
$ 10987 WéE ¢ A543
& 0772 L& K53
a K5
1 v AKQ1087
4151{] ' 6
&£QJ106
Time stats.

The average time that declarers were thinking before covering the 10 of Diamonds lea
6 seconds.

| guess that goes to show that more thought should be invested into playing trick 1, ev
when the play at trick 1 appears to be so obvious.
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NS EW Contract Lead Score IMP

Linda Fleet & Paul Stevens Peter Oake & Colin Scott E¥=S8 +10 450 +4.46 | -4.46 AVO | d an Ce P I E

Mary Dowson & Sarah Street Tom Furness & Henry Rose 4¥+1 S 49 450 +4.46 | -4.46
Pat Johnson & Peter Scotting Jayne Randall & graham randall 49+1 S +10 450 +4.46 | -4.46 (B O ard 3)
ﬁf:'r‘fii””e L BT G IS EE 2T Alan Bryant & Geoff Webber 49+1S +10 | 450 +4.46 | -4.46
Brian Davies & Annie Davies Janet Caink & Nicola Headland 49+1 S +10 450 +4.46 | -4.46 Board 3 432
Barry Capal & Hazel Capal Audrey Hartley & David Embleton 4% +1 S +10 450 +4.46 | -4.46 Dealer S ¥ 962
Chris Chorley & Patrick Murray Jon Ward & Tony French 49=S AA 420 +3.38 | -3.38 EW Vul ¢ EBQ-;JZ

. ) . *
Jim Kenneally & jane huxter Gemma Fewster & Steve Abbott 49=S +10 420 +3.38 | -3.38 » AB764 2 QJ109
Thomas Bradkin & Maks Blicharz | Colin Peden & Valdie Poter 49=3 *7 420 +3.38| -3.38 v5 v43
Paul Mollison & Bernie Hunt George Vede & Maureen Vede 49-18 +10 G0R -7.38 | +7.38 410987 ¢ A543
Brian Sharkey & Peter Richardson | Harriet Cork & Aleks Birdsall 5v-18 &7 GON -7.38  +7.38 &972 & K53
Mike Harbour & Albert Kitchin ross shine & Tony Verran 49-18 »7 GOl -7.38 | +7.38 A K5
Marcia Levan-Harris & John McCoy g:ssizllll Gamett Bingham & Vemon - 4y 4 g +10 G0l -7.38 | +7.38 : 2KQ1 Ly
lan Moss & anncraig Pat Watson & Bernard Kaye 49-18 *7 G0R -7.38 | +7.38 &QJ106

Ab20 2yS aAy3atS RSOt NBNE ¢6K2 NBOSAUDSR
the 2 of Diamonds at trick 1.

A Amazingly, so many declarers were still making their contract as East decided to conti
Diamond suit at trick 2.

A 1 am guessing that all the Easts think that their partner cannot hold the Ace of Spades
would rather play them for a singleton Diamond lead.
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Loser on Loser Play

A ¢F,<SNJ$AKI- é, NSC:')SyGf e 6S$3f é2Y$ | yI;fAééAej

aAuNuUS3de UKFEO Aa&a YAaaSR Y2z2zau 2F¥usSy |
A 1 am sure you have all heard of the term, but what exactly is the strategy?
A2KIGd Aa GKS LRAYOG 2F RA&AOFNRAY3I || Y[ 24
A ¢KSNBE INB Ylyé NBlIazya ¢oKeé RSOfIl NBNJ g2
A Here are a few:

1. To keep the lead in the safe hand.

2. To avoid an opponent having an opportunity to ruff.

3. To maintain trump control.

4. To transfer a ruff to a safer suit.

5. To rectify the count for a subsequent squeeze play.

A[SGoa t221 G GKS Y240 olF&aArd NBFAa2y FA
A We find this on Board 24, whek#lestis under the spotlight.



Loser on Loser

Board 24 s 983
West Deals vKQJ9
None Vul ¢ 04
& Q1076
AaKQJ1074 N aAGS
VA6 S v 432
+ A3 S ¢« KJT102
& ATS & K42
a2
8 v 10875
¥ e Q8765
& 083
West East
1a 24
Ia 4a
4NT 5
6a Pass

North leads » King.

Step 1: We will designate West as the '"Master Hand' as it has the more trumps.
Step 2: The 'Master Hand' potentially has 1 Heart loser and 1 Club loser.

Step 3: Strategies available: (We must reduce our 'Master Hand' losers by 1).

We can lead a Club towards our & Jack and 'Hope' that South holds the & Queen.

We can lead a Diamond towards our ¢+ Jack and 'Hope' that North holds the + Queen.
We can play 3 rounds of Diamonds, ruffing the 3rd round and 'Hope' that the ¢+ Queen
drops.

Cash the # Ace and + King and take the 'Ruffing Finesse'.

Step 4: We will not be using our rumps to eliminate any of our losers, so trumps should be
drawn immediately.

Observations:

So may options to get rid of one of our losers.
Are we feeling 'Lucky' tonight with our finessing, or is there a 100% line?

Conclusion:

Win the opening lead with our » Ace.

Draw trumps.

Play the ¢ Ace, followed by the ¢ King and now play the « Jack.

If South plays the  Queen, ruff it and utilise the now promoted + 10 to discard our losing
Heart.

If the ¢+ Queen does not appear, discard our ¥ 6; we may well lose this trick, but now we have
zero Heart losers and our Club loser can be discarded on our now promoted + 10.
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Loser on Loser
A 983

vKQJo

Q076 Loser on Loser  Contract: 68 by West
AKQII074 mury 4 A6S
fgjﬁs W E :?gioz (Board 24) Lead: W King

. a2
v 10875
W Q8765
2983

So, on this hand we were discarding our losing Heart on what could have been a losing
Diamond, if North had held the Queen of Diamonds.

If this play had lost to the Queen of Diamonds, we were going to lose a Heart anyway, ¢
play shows no net gain or loss, however, in making this play, we have established the 1
Diamonds as a winner, which we can use to discard our losing Club.
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NS
Chris Chorley & Patrick Murray
Pat Johnson & Peter Scotting
Jim Kenneally & jane huxter
Brian Davies & Annie Davies
Mike Harbour & Albert Kitchin

Barry Capal & Hazel Capal
Thomas Bradkin & Maks Blicharz

lan Moss & anncraig

Linda Fleet & paul stevens

Mary Dowson & Sarah Street

Brian Sharkey & Peter Richardson
Marcia Levan-Harris & John McCoy
Paul Mollison & Bernie Hunt

pascaline Mower & christopher
martin

ALl y
2y

(KA &
A +SNy2y DFalstt

EW
Colin Peden & Valdie Poter
Janet Caink & Nicola Headland
Harriet Cork & Aleks Birdsall
ross shine & Tony Verran

George Vede & Maureen Vede

Russell Garnett Bingham & Vernon
Gaskell

Pat Watson & Bernard Kaye
Jayne Randall & graham randall
Alan Bryant & Geoff Webber
Gemma Fewster & Steve Abbott
Peter Oake & Colin Scott

Tom Furness & Henry Rose

Jon Ward & Tony French

Audrey Hartley & David Embleton

NEI YV{(ZX
02 NR

Contract Lead
4a=W YK
44+1W YK
44+1W YK
44+1W YK
44+1W YK
44+2 W YK
44+2 W YK
44+2 W YK
6A=E vs
6a=W YK
6a=W YK
6a=W YK
6NT=E &9
6a+1 W YK

{
2

us
'.F

Iy R

pd ~

DS
2 NJ

D NJ

Score IMP
L) +5.85| -5.85
LGN +5.23 | -5.23
LGN +5.23 | -5.23
LGN +5.23 | -5.23

LS +5.23 | -5.23 [TV
PN 462 462 Dealer W

None Vul
LN +4.62 | -4.62
LN +4.62 | -4.62
L0l -6.69 | +6.69
L0l -6.69 | +6.69
LN -6.69 | +6.69
L0l -6.69 | +6.69
sl -6.69 | +6.69

gloyloy -7.15 | +7.15

2
W/ I

their contract of 4 Spades and making 12 tricks.

Loser on Lose

Y wlk yRFEE |

(Board 24)

4 983
v KQJ9
+94
* Q1076
# KQJ1074
v A6
+A3
*AJS
a2
v 10875
+ Q8765
983

& AB5
v432
+ KJ102
& K42
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O C.

Loser on Loser (Avoidance Play)

e
[ 2aSNX LI I ed

Q4 y284 4SS K2g 6S OFly O2YOAYS
oard in question is board 18 aBédstis under the spotlight.

U G¢2 auNIUGS3IASE UKFO ¢S KI @S
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Loser on Loser (Avoidance Play)

Board 18 - —
East Deals v 1098764
NS Vul + Q87
&J1052
AAKS3 - A QJ109864
v QI v5
$AKI6S W_S’E * 432
%876 2 K9
a752
3
86 v AK32
3 + 109
& AQ43
West East
3Ia
4. Pass

South leads » Ace.

Step 1: We will designate East as the 'Master Hand' as it has the more trumps.

Step 2: The 'Master Hand' potentially has 1 Heart loser, 1 Diamond loser and 2 Club losers.
Step 3: Strategies available: (We must reduce our 'Master Hand' losers by 1).

We can lead a Diamond towards our ¢ Jack and 'Hope' that South holds the ¢ Queen.
We can lead a Club towards our & King and 'Hope' that North holds the & Ace.
We can set up dummy's Diamond suit which will provide us with some discards.

Step 4: Trumps are not an issue.
Observations:

We can identify North as the 'Danger Hand', because if North was to win a trick, we could very
quickly lose 2 additional Club tricks.

In the ideal world, we would like to set up dummy's Diamond suit without letting North win a
trick.

Is there anyway that we can do that?

Conclusion:

Assuming that South continues at trick 2 with their » King, we play our v Queen from the
dummy, which is a 'Loser' and we play our ¢ 2 from our hand which is also a 'Loser'.
Whatever South now does, our plan is to play the ¢ Ace, followed by the ¢ King and ruff a
Diamond high.

Draw trumps, finishing in dummy.

We now run our established Diamonds, discarding our losing Clubs.

The best the defence can do is take 2 Hearts and the Ace of Clubs.
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&_

v 1098764 Loser on Loser

* 71052 (Avoidance Play) Contract: 40 by East
AARS T A (Board 18) Lead: W Ace
vQli v 5
¢ AKI6S W—S’ E e
2876 2 KO
a 751
3 v AK32
18 6 M
& AQ45

A Note that if South had not been so obliging and say, had switched to a Diamond at tric
then we would have won the Diamond and played the Queen of Hearts ourselves, dis
our small Diamond.

A The key here is to recognise that we are able set the Diamonds without having to let N
ALAY GKS fSIR IyR GKA& Aad | OKASOSR o8
W g2ARIYyOS tftleQo
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NS

Paul Mollison & Bernie Hunt
Linda Fleet & paul stevens
Mary Dowson & Sarah Strest
Pat Johnson & Peter Scotting

Chris Chorley & Patrick Murray

Brian Davies & Annie Davies

Barry Capal & Hazel Capal

Brian Sharkey & Peter Richardson
Mike Harbour & Albert Kitchin
Marcia Levan-Harris & John McCoy
lan Moss & anncraig

Jim Kenneally & jane huxter

pascaline Mower & christopher
martin

Thomas Bradkin & Maks Blicharz

EW
Audrey Hartley & David Embleton
Janet Caink & Nicola Headland
Colin Peden & Valdie Poter

Harriet Cork & Aleks Birdsall

Russell Garnett Bingham & Vernon
Gaskell

Peter Oake & Colin Scott
George Vede & Maureen Vede
Jayne Randall & graham randall
Alan Bryant & Geoff Webber
Jon Ward & Tony French
Gemma Fewster & Steve Abbott
Pat Watson & Bernard Kaye

ross shine & Tony Verran

Tom Furness & Henry Rose

Contract
54-2E
44-1E
44-1E
44-1E
44-1E
44-1E
44-1E
44-1E
44-1E
44-1E
44-1W
34+2 E
44=FE
44=FE

Lead
YK
YA
YA
YK

YA

YK
YA
YA
VA
VA
v10
VA

YK
YK

Loser on Loser

(Board 18)

Score IMP
100 +3.77| -3.77
50 +1.85] -1.85
50 +1.85 -1.85
50 +1.85 -1.85
50 +1.85 -1.85
Board 18
50 +1.85 | -1.85 L=
NS Vul
50 +1.85 -1.85
50 +1.85| -1.85 el
vQJ
50 +1.85| -1.85 4 AKJB5
50 +1.85 -1.85 e
50 +1.85 -1.85

200
420
420

-4.23|+4.23
-9.00 | +9.00
-9.00 | +9.00

[ =

v 1098764

+ Q87

% J1052
4 QJ109864
v5
+432
&K9

6752

v AK32

+109

& AQ43

A Tom Furness and Ross Shine were the only declarers who made their contract of 4 S

RA&AOI NRAY 3

declarers.

A C2N 2y0Sz y2i
find the correct strategy at trick 2.
A Pat Watson also found the correct play at trick 2 of discarding her Diamond, but

dzy F2 Nl dzy' I (1 S¢

0KSANI 5A1Y2YR I

0 NR& O

H 2V

SPSy Wwo9aaSE 5SFSyRAy3IQ O

ex t1

gl a

GKS 2yf e

for finding the correct play to make 11 tricks in her Spade part score.

RSOf I

N,
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Loser on Loser (Avoidance Play)

A[SiQa t221 G F'y2G3KSNJ SEFYLIX S 2F GKS VY
W g2ARIFYOS tfleQo
A The board in question is board 14 avéstis under the spotlight.

_,,

WANT SUCCESS?

AVOID THESE |

PEOPLE

IN YOUR LIFE

YOU'
LOSER!
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Loser on Loser (Avoidance Play)

Board 14 495
East Deals v AQ982
None Vul + KQJ5
& 042
AaAKQT63 N aJ84
vET7S v 5473
*4 W— E S
LA8S Sl L K763
a 102
15103 v QIJ10
6 ¢+ 109876
& Q10
West East
Pass
1a 2a
4 a Pass

North leads + King.

Step 1: We will designate West as the 'Master Hand' as it has the more trumps.
Step 2: The 'Master Hand' potentially has 3 Heart losers and 1 Club loser.

Step 3: Strategies available: (We must reduce our 'Master Hand' losers by 1).

We can lead a Heart towards our v King and 'Hope' that South holds the v Ace.
We can set up dummy's 4th Club, which will provide us with a discard.

Step 4: Trumps are not an issue.
Observations:

At first glance, it appears that our only hope is to play towards our ¥ King.

The only other hope is that Clubs are 3-3 and we can set up our 4th Club in dummy and by
some 'Miracle', South does not get on lead to lead a Heart through us.

Maybe there is another way to set up the Club suit ensuring that South does not get on lead?

Conclusion:

On the opening lead of the ¢ King lead, we play dummy's ¢ 2, which is a 'Loser' and we play
our ¢+ 4, which is a "Loser’.

When we get the lead, we will draw 2 rounds of trumps.

We now cash our & Ace and & King.

We now play dummy's ¢ Ace, discarding our & 8.

We can now ruff high dummy's 3rd Club.

We can get back to dummy with our & Jack to cash dummy's 4th Club, discarding our losing .

78



a05 Loser on Loser

:;gqslzi (Avoidance Play) Contract: 4‘ by East

2042 (Board 14) Lead: 4 King

N
W— E

A JE4
¥ 645
¢ A3
& K763

AAKQT63
YET75

+ 4

& A RS

S

& 102

10
16 8 vQJ]{l_
6 ¢ 109876

2 QJ10

A 1t will be interesting to see how long the declarers took to play to trick 1?

A Note that if Clubs had not broker3® we can still use our Jack of Spades entry to play
towards our King of Hearts, hoping that South is holding the Ace of Hearts.

R

dza S K
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A I

f
S NJ
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K
5 yRQ TNRY
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NS EW
Colin Peden & Valdie Poter
Harriet Cork & Aleks Birdsall

Linda Fleet & paul stevens
Paul Mollison & Bernie Hunt

Mary Dowson & Sarah Street ross shine & Tony Verran

Russell Garnett Bingham & Vernon
Gaskell

Peter Oake & Colin Scott
Jon Ward & Tony French
Janet Caink & Nicola Headland

Pat Johnson & Peter Scotting

Chris Chorley & Patrick Murray
Brian Sharkey & Peter Richardson

Marcia Levan-Harris & John McCoy

pascaline Mower & christopher
martin

Jim Kenneally & jane huxter

Pat Watson & Bernard Kaye

George Vede & Maureen Vede
Brian Davies & Annie Davies Tom Furness & Henry Rose
Barry Capal & Hazel Capal

Thomas Bradkin & Maks Blicharz

Mike Harbour & Albert Kitchin

Jayne Randall & graham randall
Alan Bryant & Geoff Webber
Gemma Fewster & Steve Abbott

lan Moss & anncraig Audrey Hartley & David Embleton

Al SYNE w2a
0 K

YI {Ay3
W, NPGYAS

S
S

Contract Lead
44-1W +K
46-1W 45
461 W 49
46-1W +K
44-1W +K
44-1W +K
44-1W 45
464=W +K
4a=W +K
4a=W +K
4a=W +K
4a=W +K
464=W +K
464=W +K

YR DNJ KIY
ANJ O2y (N Of

Score IMP
50 L oser on Loser
50
50 (Board 14)
0
50 .
50 St Sy
50
942
420 4 AKQ763 AJ84
420 (ERDIEEEE T hyest
EwI)ll -5.38 +5.38 £ A85 +K763
420 (EEEEEE oo
Lyl -5.38 +5.38 + 109876
420 EETIFEKE Lyl
YUl 5.38 +5.38
wlk yRIf{ LINRPOI 0f e
gA UK LISNFSOU OI N
UKSaS H RSOf | NBN&A

t 2Ay0aQ F2NJ
A 3 declarers received a Spade lead.

A On a Spade lead, as the cards lie, there are plenty of opportunities for declarer to real
North will be forced to win a Diamond duck and hence they should be able to discard .
Club on a small Diamond and execute the same strategy.

AL

g2dzA R OSNII Ay

& KIF@gS gl

NRSR o W. NRg
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Loser on Loser (Avoid Being Overruffed)

A As mentioned previously, there are several reasons why a declarer would want to mak
W[l 2aSNJ 2y [2aSNRQ LI I eod

A We have already seen two reasons.

A Namely:
1. To discard a loser and at the same time establish a winner for later usage.

HO® ¢2 LINBGSYldl (0KS W5Fy3aISNIIIFTYRQ FTNRY 2

[ SGQa t221 FG FTY20KSNJI NBlF azyo

A This is where declarer is trying to establish a side suit.

A A good way to establish a side suit, in a suit contract, is to ruff, however, there is alway
worry that we might be overruffed.

Alarya GKS W[ 2aSNI 2y [2aSNXQ LIl eés 6S yS

A The board in question is board 11 aBduthis under the spotlight.



Loser on Loser (Avoiding the Overruff)

Board 11 a Q10
South Deals vy Q32
None Vul ¢ ABT7632
- K4
aKE8S A JOT642
v6s v ET4
+KQJ5 WéE + 109
& Q1097 %63
a A3
1 vAKJI109
1 1
17 !
& AJRS52
North Sowuth
1w
14 &
iw Ia
44 4NT
54 5¢
6 & 6w
Pass

West leads + King.

Step 1: We will designate South as the 'Master Hand' as it has the more trumps.
Step 2: The 'Master Hand' potentially has 1 Spade loser and 3 Club losers.

Step 3: Strategies available: (We must reduce our 'Master Hand' losers by 3).

We can set up dummy's Diamond suit to create 3 discards.
We can ruff some of our Club losers in dummy.

Step 4: We require dummy's trumps to ruff our Club losers, so we must not draw any.
Observations:

To set up dummy's Diamond suit, not only must trumps break 3-2, but Diamonds must break
3-3 and ominously East has played the ¢ 10 at trick 1.

Mind you, setting up the Club suit is not going to be a 'Walk in the Park' as there is a big
danger that we could be overruffed by East.

If Clubs are splitting 3-3, we will not have a problem, but what happens when they are 4-2?

Conclusion:

Win the opening lead with the + Ace.
Play the & King followed by the & Ace.
Ruff a Club with dummy's » Queen.
Come to hand with the » Ace.

Now play the 4th round of Clubs, which is a 'Loser' and Discard the & Queen, which is a 'Loser’.

Our Clubs are now all set up and all we need to do now is ruff our 4 3.
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4 Q10 Loser on Loser

v Q32 — Contract: 6 by South
*;f?éiz (Avoiding the Overruff) ¥ by
& . .
AKSS v A 197642 (Board 11) Lead: ’ King
Y55 W E v 574
*KQIJS é ¢ 109
£Q1097 & 63
" P
M v AKJ109
17 ¢4
& ATE52

A This is a very common situation that declarer will find themselves in.

A Instead of ruffing a loser to establish a side suit, declarer should discard a loser to es
the side suit, so there is no danger of being overruffed.
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Loser on LOSE
(Board 11)

Board 11 A Q10

Dealer S v Q32

None Vul ¢ A87632
& K4

& K85 A J97642
ve5 v 874
+ KQJ5 + 109
4 Q1097 463
& A3
¥ AKJ109
+4
+ AJ852

Apologies from me on this board, in that | completely-qugged what the final auction
would be. | expected that after the auction,

1Hc 2D

3C Which is Game Forcing, | expected North would bid an encouraging 3 He
no one shared my opinion, and all the Norths signed off in 4 Hearts.

¢KS ANByeé A& GKFG GKS 2yS RSOflFNBN gK2
2y UKS Who@gAaz2dzaQ 5AFY2YR YAy3a tSIRZ Ol
FYFT Ay3aT WwW52dzoftS 5dzyyeQ fSFR 2F | ayl f
2y ye RSOfIFINBNI LX &> a2 F2N GKIFG NBI a

for finding the 6 of Hearts lead against the 6 Hearts contract.
Meanwhile, it is worth studying this strategy as it turns up quite often at the card“able.



